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New  Difcovery 

Of  the  NATURE  of  the 

PLAGUE. 


i  A  N  D  T  H  E 

True  Caufe  of  its  Raging  in 

European  Cities. 

With  the  Remedy. 

Contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  Dr.  Meade, 
Dr.  Browne,  and  others,  who  give  for  the 
Firft  Caufes  of  the  PLAGUE,  in  late  Bii- 
courfes,  AIR ,  DIET",  and  DISEASE . 


How  Sickning  Thyfick  hangs  her  drooping  Head, 

And  what  was  once  a  Science^  now’s  a  Trade, 

Her  Sons  ne’re  riffie  her  Myderious  Store, 

But  dudy  Nature  lefs,  and  Lucre  more.  Garth . 

When  Jugiers  play  their  Tricks,  the  Mob  can  fay, 

’Tis  Slight  of  Hand,  but  dill  they  gaze  and  pay  : 
Nature  tells  bed  what  her  annoys,  and  where 
The  Caufe  of  ill  is  known,  the  Cure  is  near. 


Confultando ,  Vigilando ,  Bene-  Agendo.  Cato. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  Tl  Bickerton ,  at  the  Crown  in  Pater - 
Nofier-Row  ;  and  /.  WAjord ,  at  the  Three 
Flower-  de- Luces  in  Little  Britain .  Price  i  s. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of 
London  and  JN ejbninfteT . 

T  is  ordinary  with 
Writers  for  to  fet  a 
Perfon  of  DiftinBion  s 
Name  at  the  Pegin¬ 
ning  of  their  Performances ,  either 
to  tell  the  World  the' Value  of 
their  Benefactors,  or  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  it ,  under  a  Patron  s 
Protection,  the  Virgin  Effay. 
That  I  might  not  break  Pule ,  1 
have ,  in  Jome  fort ,  fubmitted  to 
Cuflom ,  though  the  Novelty  of 
the  Thing  itfelf,  without  fuch  a 
Method ,  had  been  Jujpcient  to 
introduce  it  to  the  Reception  of  a 
Canon  s  Age.  ]  could  find  none 
fo  proper  to  patronise  this  Piece , 
as  they ,  for  zvhofe  Service  it  was 
wrote  ;  that  great  Love ,  which  I 

A  i  owe 
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owe  my  Fcllow-Subjedte  in  par¬ 
ticular,  and  Mankind  in  general $ 
would  not  allow  me  to  conceal  a 
Thing,  the  feafonable  imparting 
of  which ,  may  he  of  common  Be¬ 
nefit  to  the  great  eft  Body  of  Beo- 
ple  in  Europe. 

When  we  firfi  had  News  of 
Toulon’s  being  invaded  by  the 
Blague ,  thefe  Speculations  occur  d ; 
but  hoping  that  it  would  have  fiopt 
there ,  the  publifhing  of  them  was 
fujpended  y  vchich ,  with  fome  De¬ 
lay  of  the  Prefs,  has  kept  them  pri¬ 
vate  till  now ,  when  there  feemsto 
be  a  frejh  Call  for  them.  Bhe  Pa¬ 
pers  bring  ^Account  of  the  Difiem- 
pers  reviving  in  France  with  an 
uncommon  Vigour ,  aud  fpreading 
with  a  furpriZjWg  Brogrefs  y  the 
wonderful  Viciffitudes  of  Weather 
we  have  had  in  our  Clime ,  that 
''  the 


The  Dedication.’ 

the  Varieties  of  the  Four  Seajoni , 
( comparatively  (peaking)  were 
compris’d  in  the  Four  firji  Months 
of  this  Tear  :  I  fay ,  thcje  Conflde- 
rations  put  together, threaten  Sick.- 
nefs ,  and  bid  us  look  about  us  ; 
Health  gives  a  Kelt  fh  to  all  Blef- 
fings ,  and  1  had  alrnoft  faid ,  it 
is  the  only  temporal  one  jou  juflly 
can  be  ( aid  to  enjoy  at  this  Day , 
(the  Frefs  being  not  forbid  to  tell 
wherein  the  Health  of  the  Body 
natural  conflfts)  and  upon  it  your 
Happinefs  and  Rife  depends,  and 
collaterally ,  the  Felicity  of  all  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Running  over  Part  of  what 
has  been  f  aid  lately  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Plague ,  1  zvas  ferry  to  find 
home,  whom  you  dejerve  better 
from ,  handle  Jo  ferious  a  Things 
zvith  little  Regard  to  Pukhck,  and 

o  ’ 

great 
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treat  to  Private  Ends.  Ingres 
'  t dients  mu  ft  be  got  ojf  {let  who  will 
chance  to  buy)  the  Quality  not  a- 
dapted  to  the  .  Confiitution,  nor 
Quantity  to  the  Age  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient.  In  plain ,  many  Opinions , 
extant  on  this  Head ,  are  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  Terms  tof  Hrt,  pecu¬ 
liar  only  to  Science  ;  and  the 
Lines  in  them  intelligible  difcover , 
that  the  filling  of.  Sheets  was 
chiefly  aimed  at ,  and  not  the  Safe¬ 
ty  of  the  People. 

It  is  truly  praift ?- worthy  to  be 
concern'd  for  the  Publick  Good  ; 
and  fuch  zvho  ingemoujly  are  fo , 
ought  to  behave  themjelves  after 
a  plain  of ’Manner  in  its  Service, 
which  would  anticipate  all  Sus¬ 
picion.  Some  there  are,  zvho 
Fancy,  ( /  know  not  by  what  In¬ 
fatuation)  that  good  Senfe  cannot 

be 
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be,  where  their  Method  does  noe 
.advance  it.  aAs  a  certain  Ac¬ 
quaintance  of  mine  in  the  City, 
deemed  to  have  a  pretty  good 
Under  (landing  in  Algebra,  yet 
■is  zveakned  Jo  far  by  his  Know¬ 
ledge ,  as  to  reckon ,  Virgil,  Ho¬ 
race,  and  other  fpeaking  Natures, 
of  great  Prejudice  to  Mankind , 
and  thinks  there  is  no  lnfvru- 
ction  ufeful  in  Life,  zvhere  Al¬ 
gebra  is  not  the  Ground  Work. 
A  Fondnefs  of  this  Kind  betrays 
a  Narrownefs  of  Thought,  and 
fkevus  the  Man ,  who  ufes  it,  to 
have  but  a  very  fender  aAc- 
quaintance  with  Nature,  for  the 
Streams  of  Knowledge  flow  in 
feparate  Channels ,  without  con¬ 
founding  each  other  and  he  who 
rightly  obferves  the  Source  where 
every  Kind  Springs,  may,  with 

Cafe, 
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Eafe,  know  their  'various  Cour¬ 
ses  though  he  is  perhaps  car¬ 
ried  down  hut  hj  one  or  tzvo  of 
them  with  Pieafure ,  time  not  al¬ 
lowing  him  to  experience  every 
Branching  Current .  Nature 
wears  the  fame  Face  novo  that 
jhe  did  a  Thoufand  Tears  ago  ; 
Caufes  and  Effects  are  as  then , 
and  Mens  Faculties  as  ever. 


Our  Times  may  reafonahly  he  fup- 
pofed  the  mo  ft  Learned ,  hecaufe 
of  our  larger  Experiences.  Fa  ft 
aAges  ferve  us.  We  ohferve  the 
Ancients  as  far  as  they  go  along 
with  Nature,  hut  no  further  ; 
there  are  Errors  of  Ion f  Stan¬ 
ding  ;  <Mh fundi  ties  are  found 
drejfed  up  in  Greek,  as  well  as 
m  Englifh  ;  hut  the  Idea  of  T mth 
is  fill  the  fame  :  What  Lear¬ 
ning  has  not  this  jige  improv'd  ? 

What 
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What  eminent  Aden  has  not  our 
Kingdoms  (  of  late )  produc’d  ? 
We  are  beholden ,  (independent  of 
all  preceeding  Sy ferns)  to  a  mo¬ 
dern  Harvey,  for  our  Knowledge 
of  the  Powers  actuating  the  little 
World  ;  and  to  a  contemporary 
Newton,  for  our  better  under - 
funding  thofe  of  the  Greater,  we 
mufi  own  ourfelves  indebted ,  as 
touf  all  the  learned  World.  / 
need  not  wfance  others.,  he  who 
novo  keeps  us  all  awakey  fezvs, 
that  a  more  than  Greek  or  Ro¬ 
man  PAocpuence  is  re  for  d.  Whe 
Royal  Lantern  of  Britain,  can¬ 
not  be  obfeurd  to  Britons. 


That  Light  which  brings  to  View  the  horrid  Scene, 
When  rofe  the  Ills  of  which  we  all  complain. 

That  Light ^  by  which  we’re  taught  the  fa  f  eft  Way. 
To  fleer  our  Courfe  in  this  too  dangerous  Sea. 


Whe  Reflexions  which 

a ' 


are  here 
prs- 
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■prefented  to  you  are  entirely  in 
their  own  Drefs,  genuine,  and 
without  Ceremony.  1  have  gi- 
cven  the  zvhole  a  familial  Pnrafe, 
avoiding  all  Ornament  and  Ele¬ 
gance  of  Stile,  which  might  de¬ 
lude  fk  "Reader  from  the  Matter 
in  Hand ,  I  defire  it  Jhould 
meet  with  Candidnefs ;  but  from 
Per  Cons  who  are  uncon fn  d  in  their 
Sentiments,  who  confult  their  Un- 
derftanding,  regardlefs  of  noify 
Afl'ent.  ;  Per  tons  who  have  no 
Heed  of  being  courted  to  a  Perufal 
by  Sounds. 

Tilings  count en and d  from  Cu- 
ftom  and  Ufe,  and  not  fir  the 
Virtue  m  them ,  or  Good  they  do, 
are  generally  found  to  be  t he  moft 

closing  Mikhiefs,  a  fecond  Na¬ 
ture,  hard  to  be  fnaken  of.  1  hus 
Enemies,  by  often  vdccefs,  meet 


T  he  Dedication. 

with  a  Treatment  due  only  to 
Friends,  and  Things,  mofi  pre¬ 
judicial  to  our  Welfare,  are  tole¬ 
rated  and  efiablifhed ,  because 
Aden  are  not  jo  bravely  bold ,  as  to 
fiand  up  again  ft  Cuftom,  or  look 
into  the  real  Conftitution  of  that 
which  they  find  in  Being  when 
they  come  into  Power,  or  to  fears 
capable  of  making  a  Judgment. 

I  zvould  per  [wade  you  in  time ,  to 
endeavour  the  removing  out  of  the 
Way  thoje  Obftacles,  which,  if 
continued ,  may,  one  time  or  other , 
be  of  immenfe  Differvice  to  you. 
Every  ofdfan  is  willing  to  take  a 
Mouthful  of  frefh  Air  when  he 
can ,  but  the  Inhabitants  of  great 
Towns  are,  for  the  mofi  part , 
con  find  ;  therefore ,  what  is  befi 
to  be  done  under  juch  a  ISfecejfity, 
I  have  made  it  my  hBufinejs  to 

a  z  enquire ) 
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enquire  ;  your  Obfervance  will 
Sufficiently  recompence  my  Endea- 
‘ vours ,  and  anjzver  the  Height 
of  my  Ambition,  and  zvill,  ( 1 
dorit  quefiion )  be  inflrumental 
to  the  tong  Duration  of  them  tzvo 
Bleilings,  which  London  and 
Weftminfter  are  (aid  to  have 
united ,  above  all  other  great  Ci¬ 
ties,  1  mean  thofe  weJHmable 
ones,  Health  and  Liberty,  both 
of  which  may  you  always  en¬ 
joy. 

Reafon  being  not  confin'd  to 
■particular  Societies  or  Corpora¬ 
tions,  I  who  am  Independent, 
ufe  it  by  the  great  Rule  of  Na¬ 
ture,  with  proper  Refraint ;  and 
J  hope  that  the  Gentlemen,  who 
find  themf  elves  Lifted  on  the  con¬ 
trary  Side ,  zvill  do  their  Judg¬ 
ments  jo  much  Juitice,  as  to  come 

into 
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into  my  Opinion,  which  they 
cannot  zueli  avoid  doing ,  if 
when  they  handle  this  Subject, 
they  do  not  lofe  Sight  of  Na¬ 


ture. 


Jf  there  happens  to  be  an  Ob¬ 
jection  (lartedto  the  Title,  New 
D  is  covert,  it  is  an  fiver  ed 
in  this ,  That  however  the  Plague 
has  been  heretofore  defcribed, 
yet  the  Suppofitions  of  its  being 
an  Infect,  were  always  preemp¬ 
tive,  none  having  attempted, 
before  now,  to  make  it  appear 
to  be  fuch  by  felf  evident  De- 
monftration.  The  Foreign  Pla¬ 
ces  which  J  require  your  Confide- 
ration  of  when  1  come  upon  the 
true  Caufe  of  the  Plague’s  raging, 
1  have  had  the  Curiofity  to  fee  : 
your  Condition  constrain'd,  me  to 
an  Fame  fine  f s  of  Expreffion,  in 

blaming 
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blaming  their  Manners,  which 
otherzvife ,  I  Jhould  not  have  dene , 
it  being  inconfifient  with  good 
L Behaviour  to  repeat  People's 
faults ,  when  neither  the  mending 
of  them ,  or  Advantage  of  the 
Hearer ,  can  be  propos'd. 

1  found  it  could  be  of  little 
Vfi  to  the  Publick,  to  increafe 
Paragraphs ,  bj  making  up  Re¬ 
ceipts  again  ft  the  Plague,  which 
by  the  Variation  of  Simples, 
might  be  done  ad  infinitum  ; 
<*And  indeed ,  other  Papers  are 
fo  full  of  them ,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  any  thing  new. 
But  in  Cafe  there  was  Occafion , 
J  think,  of  all  the  Collections 
jet  forth ,  none  ought  fooner  to 
be  had  Recourfe  to ,  than  thofe 
of  the  Second  Part  of  that  Trea- 

tile. 
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tife,  given  Gratis  5  that  Taper 
having  the  whole  Scene  of  Ser¬ 
vice  during  that  Sicknefs,  and 
Remedies  juited  to  all  Ranks 
and  Conditions ,  very  eafy  * to 
come  at,  and  fafe  to  ufe. 

The  Reader,  it  is  hoped ,  zvill 
excuj'e  the  Want  of  the  Writer’s 
Name,  zvhich  he  avoids  fub- 
Jcribing,  to  the  Intent,  that  the 
Concealment  of  the  Perfons 
Character  may  turn  the  Eye 
more  clofely  upon  the  [olid  Worth 
of  the  Thing ,  by  which  it  ought 
to  (land  or  jail  ;  for  we  fee  e- 
very  Day,  that  the  Nature 
of  an  Argument  is  differently 
conflrued,  being  approved  or  con¬ 
demn d,  as  it  fcfuares  with  the 
Station,  or  popular  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Maintainer  ;  and 

not 
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not  with  Ref  eel  to  that  Stan¬ 
dard  of  Ttuth,  by  which  all 
‘ Things  ought  to  be  tryd. 

I 

♦ 

FareweL 

Aug.  31.  172  x. 
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20.  r.  the  for  that .  p.  49.  1.  9.  r.for  for  from*  p.  50. 
h  ii-  r,  the  Prifoners  for  bad  Prifoners,  p.  54.  ].  i<5.  r. 
at  after  Service  •  p.  59*  h  v.  Patronages  for  Patrc - 
na%e.  p.  62. 1.  21.  r.  reads  for  read. 
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Of  the  Nature  of  the 


PLAGUE,  &cl 

HEN  a  Thing  is  of  Fo 
high  a  Nature  as  to  con¬ 
cern  every  Body,  and  that 
in  the  firft  Degree,  the 
Judgment  form’d  on  it 
ought  to  be  without  Pre¬ 
judice;  becaufe  the  greateft  Good,  or 
the  greateft  Hurt  depends  upon  the  Con- 
fequence.  Therefore  ’tis  expedient,  that 
Men  who  freely  give  their  Opinions,  and 
would  give  only  theirs,  fhould  lay  afide 

B  that 


z  oA  New  Difcoven  of 

that  Deference  juftly  made  in  Matters  of 
an  inferior  Import  to  Character  and  Pro- 
feffion,at  lea$,ti]l  ftich  time,  as  they  who 
pretend  to  be  the  propereft  Judges,  agree 
among  themfelves  in  an  abftrufe  Affair^ 
the  foiving  of  which  is  not  a  little  diffi¬ 
cult.  Too  great  Sagacity  cannot  be  us’d 
in  Information,  nor  Caution  in  Inftriidi- 
on ;  for  when  the  Crowd  has  once  fwal- 
jow’d  the  Belief  of  any  thing,  all  Reafon 
is  born  down ;  no  Argument  will  be 
liftened  to :  it  is  fo,  Inch  a  one  has  faid  it, 
is  all  the  Satisfadion  you  can  meet  with : 
But  when  a  Subjed  is  in  Controversy, 
there  is  room  to  put  in  a  Word  *,  and  the 
only  way  to  reconcile  a  Difpute,  and 
come  at  the  Truth,  is  to  learch  into 
Matter  of  Fad. 

Almighty  Wifdom  has  given  us  leave 
to  trace  Second  Caufes  up  to  what  may 
be  called  their  proper  Origins  or  Foun^ 
tains,  whence  they  derive  their  various 
Powers,  that  fo  the  Nature  of  many  Evils 
being  Once  known  ,  and  Strength  dif- 
cover’d,  Methods  may  be  taken  to  the 
intire  Extirpation,  of  them.  Of  all  the. 
Difeafes  to  which  the  human  Nature  is 
expos’d,  that  of  the  Plague  is,  by  the 
common  Confent  of  thefe  Parts  ot  the 

World,  voted  the  greateft,  the  moft  per¬ 
nicious 
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iiicious  Enemy.The  very  Name  of  Plague 
naturally  fills  Mens  Minds  with  Ideas  of 
the  blackeft  Apprehenfions,  arifing  from 
a  Confcioufnefs  of  that  Havock  and  De- 
ftrudion,  which  it  always  brings  along 
with  it,  wherever  it  comes.  Therefore 
how  to  avoid  or  overcome  its  Force, 
muff  be  a  Knowledge  very  agreeable  and 
welcome  to  all,  and  which  is  beft  attained 
by  infpeding  into  its  Mature  or  Being, 
and  examining  into  the  Means  of  its 
living  or  fubfifting. 

The  Title-page  gives  each  Reader  a 
Right  of  claiming  in  thefe  Sheets  a  very 
important  Subject  handled  with  ftrid  Re¬ 
gard  to  his  Benefit  and  Improvement,  in 
order  to  anfwer  luch  an  End,  and  cut  a 
Ihort  Way  to  Truth.  I  fhall  not  enjbar- 
rafs  the  Mind,  nor  divert  it  from  the  fe- 
rious  Attention  it  ought  to  jpve  (efpeci- 
.  ally)  to  Matter  of  Fad,  by  numerating 
the  feveral  Difeafes,  confulting  Climes 
and  Air,  fumming  up  the  Numbers  of 
thole  who  fuffered  by  the  Pelf  ^  when 
and  where  it  raged,  its  Symptoms,  and 
what  Philtres  and  Dofes  may  be  prepar’d 
to  defy  it, with  a  hundred  fuch  other'' tedi¬ 
ous  and  amufing  Tales,  entirely  foreign 
to  the  Bufinefs  in  hand,  feeing  I  don’t 


propofe  here  to  be  of  the  received  Opt? 
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nion,  or  to  difpute,  or  fpend  Time  in 
trifliog  with  thoie,  who  give  the  Diftem- 
per  a  Beings  wherever  their  Fancy  builds* 
For  when  the  Caufe  is  afixgn’d  by  ionie 
of  them,  the  very  Arguments  deiigned 
for  the  confirming  of  the  A  (Tertian  com¬ 
monly  deftroy  the  firft  Hypothefis,  plain 
Contradidions  appearing  almoft  in  every 
Paragraph.  My  Defign  in  the  Sequel  is 
to  fnew,  that  there  can  be  no  Account 
made,  whence  the  Plague  firft  comes,  or 
where  it  has  its  Origin  or  Rife,  but  that 
it  is  wholly  owing  to  the  immediate  Ad: 
of  (no  human  Capacity  capable  of  giving 
,  a  tolerable  Reafon  to  the  contrary)  the 
Caufe  of  all  Caufes,  nothing  in  Nature 
efficiently  producing  it.  And  if  in  the  Series 
of  the  Difcourie  any  thing  be  met  with, 
which  overturns  the  Labours  of  others 
on  this  H^|d,  it  is  only  that  it  happen’d 
fo  to  fall  out :  For  when  we  know, what  a 
thing  certainly  is,  'tis  unavoidable  but  we 
muft  gather  what  it  is  not. 

The  Confideration  that  all,  in  what 
Condition  or  State  foever,  are  fuddenly 
leized  with  the  Plague ,  and  that  often 
its  deepeft  Effeds  are  as  fudden,  will 
eafily  lead  us  to  its  Nature,  which  is  a 
fubtle ,  adive  poifbnous  Body  or  In- 
fetf,  very  minute,  levelled  at  the  Decay 
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of  the  human  Nature,  and  living  on  and 
fubfifting  by  the  virulent  Matter  in  the 
Body  3  or  in  the  Steams  or  Effluvia? 
flowing  or  flown  from  the  Body,  the  Air 
being  no  more  to  it,  than  it  is  to  Birds 
or  Eggs,  which  too  great  Qold  would 
ftarve,  and  an  unnatural  Heat  deftroy  or 
burn. 

At  its  firft  appearing  among  us,  Provi¬ 
dence  feems  more  immediately  concern’d, 
as  alfo  it  does  at  its  leaving  us  ;  for  no 
Care  is  negle&ed  to  prevent  its  coming, 
and  when  it  is  once  in  Poffeffion,  its  Ali¬ 
ment  being  infeparable  from  the  Nature 
of  Man,  the  Expulfion  of  it  is  as  unac¬ 
countable. 

Effluvias,  Steams  or  Scents  of  Beads, 
Birds  and  Vegitals  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  the  pureft  Subftance  of  the  different 
Species,  and  thofe  great  Varieties  are  di- 
ftinguifhed  with  a  wonderful  Diftindion 
by  Man,  Bead  and  Bird,  at  a  very  great 
diftance;  we  who  have  the  Senle  of 
fmelling  find  it  very  exquifite  and  defi¬ 
ning.  The  Dog  nofes  his  Matter,  and 
follows  him  as  he  does  the  Deer  or  Hare ; 
Pidgeons  divide  their  Scents, and  carry  at 
incredible  Lengths ;  and  every  fenfible 
Being  tends  to  its  like,  or  \yhat  will  af¬ 
ford  it  Support. 

■  AH 
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All  Difeafes  take  a  gradual  Courfe  in 
fitting  the  Parts  to  Corruption ;  and  that 
the  Corruption  of  one  thing  is  the  Ge¬ 
neration  of  another,  is  held  for  a  Maxim 
long  fince.  Now  what  fufficiently  argues 
the  Plague  an  Infe£t>  is,  that  great  Dit 
patch,  which  it  makes  through  the  many 
Powers  and  Parts  of  the  Body,  that  often 
the  Party  infe&ed  inftantly  falls  into  all 
the  Convulfions,  having  no  preceding 
fign  or  Alarm  given.  This  hidden  Eife® 
is  very  confident  with  the  Definition  of 
the  Plague ;  for  when  we  confider,  that 
the  Time  of  that  Infe&’s  generating  has 
a  Proportion  to  its  Minutenefs,we  muft 
believe  it  inconceivably  fhort,  fince  it  is 
jnanifeft  that  the  Animal  is  indivifibly 
fmall  j  for  thoufands  of  Infedts  appear  by 
the  help  of  a  Glals,  where  the  vifive  Fa¬ 
culty  could  not  difcern  one  without  fuch 
Affiftance;  which  greatly  promotes  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  tin’s  Hypothefis,  and 
nearly  refiedied  om  will  remove  a  great 
many  oppofite  to  it. 

The  *  volatile  Maxims  cannot  find  Fa¬ 
vour  with  the  intelligible,  if  it  is  allowed 
that  the  three  Angles  of  a  Triangle  are 


*  Mead)  p.  ih  15,  17. 
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equal  to  two  right  ones;  for  no  Body 
dead  in  it  felf  can  communicate  of  its 
Virtue  to  another  Body  without  a  Lofs 
in  Proportion  to  the  other’s  Gain.  Thus 
it  is  with  the  Loadftone ;  thus  it  is  with 
Poifons.  Who  is  it,  that  will  maintain, 
that  the  Loadftone  fuffers  no  Lofs  by  the 
Iron  that  has  but  juft  touch’d  it,  and  af¬ 
terwards  performs  an  A<ft  differing  from 
the  Nature  of  fimple  Iron  ?  Or  who  is  he 
he,  that  will  affirm  contrary  to  the  daily 
Experience  made  with  Poitons,  which  are 
fo  divided  or  kill’d  by  Oils  and  other 
Matter,  that  they  can  have  little  or  no 
Power  over  the  Body  ?  Befides,  however 
Imagination  runs  with  refpedt  to  the  flying 
Nature  of  faline  Particles,quite  inanimate, 
it  is  indifputably  true,that  noPart  ofMatter, 
however  quick,  (by  the  Form  and  Con¬ 
fluence  of  its  Particles)  can  have  a  Mo¬ 
tion  from  it  felf,  but  depends  altogether 
in  its  feeming  Volubility  upon  the  Force 
of  another  Body,  which  pufhes  it  on  or 
draws  it  to.  Thus  we  fee  the  Fire  ex- 
pells  the  Smoak,  likewife  Coal-pits  throw 
up  their  Damps ;  the  Sun  exhales,  and 
the  Loadftone  attracts.  Thofe  Parts  of 
Matter,  that  lye  fcatter’d  in  the  Elements 
of  Air  and  Water,  which  are  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Nature  to  the  Body  round  them, 

yet 
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yet  make  their  way  towards  the  Center 
by  their  own  Gravity,  or  that  wonderful 
Attraction  peculiar  to  the  Earth’s  Center. 
Thefe  Parts  are  often  bom  up  and  delay’d 
in  their  Progrefs  by  the  Violence  and 
Strength  of  the  circumambient  Matter,' 
yet  flail  they  keep  to  their  own  Nature 
no  Interruption  can  alter  their  Qualities, 

We  may  infer  from  thefe  very  natural 
and  familiar  Propofitions,  that  the  Plague 
nraft  not,  cannot  be  a  dead  Matter ;  for 
if  it  were,  it  could  not  divide  its  Power 
without  a  Diminution  of  its  Strength  j 
it  could  not  give  of  its  Quality  to  ano¬ 
ther  Nature,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time 
retain  it ;  it  could  do  no  more, than  what 
is  commonly  effected  by  things  of  a  poi- 
fonous  Nature,  that  is,  to  kill  it  felf,  with 
the  Perfon  who  took  it,  and  the  laft  but 
a  Chance, according  as  Preparatives  were 
for  or  againft  it :  then  it  is  pofitively  de- 
ny’d  to  have  a  Derivation  or  Extraction 
from  Diftemper,  or  Concordance  with 
other  virulentQualities,tho’  it  often  works 
by  all  their  Helps,  but  is  referved  with¬ 
in  its  own  Angular  Species. 

That  a  clearer  Light  may  be  given, an 
eafy  Example  will  be  neceflary,  and  to 
Demonftration  the  following  one,  will 
prove  the  Plague  to  be  that  Body,  which 
f  here 
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here  we  maintain  it  to  be :  Suppofing 
then  two  Perfons,  and  each  of  them  to 
draw  in  an  equal  Quantity  of  infeCted 
Air ,  at  the  lame  Time  :  the  one  is  of  a 
healthy  and  good  Conftitution,  the  other 
of  a  lickly  and  broken  one :  The  whol- 
fomeBody  ftruggles  with  the  Difeafe,and 
overcomes,  having  had  but  fmall  ftore  of 
putrefadious  Matter  within,  whereon  it 
might  have  fed ;  the  other  periflies,  arid 
by  the  abundance  of  Sores  and  Buboes^  by 
the  ftrength  of  infectious  Steams ,  and  pe- 
.ftilential  Scents ,  with  the  Hue  and  Change 
of  the  Intrails,  it  is  plain,  that  this  Body 
mull  have  had  hid  or  latent  in  it  abun¬ 
dance  more  contagious  Seed^as  it  is  call’d, 
than  the  other.  Now  it  may  be  ask’d  of 
thofe,  who  give  Reafons,  that  Difeafe 
fliould  be  thought  to  give  the  Plague  a 
Being,  why  did  not  this  malignant  Mat- 
.  ter  operate  in  this  unwhoifome  Veflel, be¬ 
fore  it  met  with  its  fimilt  Materia ,  or 
likenefs  of  Matter,  fince  it  contained  a 
greater  Quantity,  before  it  took  in  the 
new  Infedion, of  natural  Corruption,  than 
the  found  one  had  after  it  was  taken  in, 
tho’  fearch’d  and  promoted  by  the  prying 
and  outrageous  Animal.  By  what  is  a- 
bove  faid,  the  Anfwer  can  only  be  made 
here,  That  the  Plague  being  an  JnfeCt , 

C  ~  prey’d 
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prey’d  upon  its  proper  Food, and  increas’d 
accordingly ;  having  found  great  Plenty 
in  the  difeafed,  and  Scarcity  in  the 
healthy  Perlon ;  their  different  Difpofiti- 
ons  before  being  no  other, than  what  was 
common  with  Health,  and  the  Nature  of 
Difeafe. 

Trees  and  Vegitals  fuffer  often,  and 
that  Seafon  propitious  to  one  Kind,  is 
deffrudtive  to  another.  That  Rots  and 
Blights  muff  be  the  Work  of  Infects,  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  different  Natures  of  Trees 
and  Plants,  their  Fruits, Leaves  and  Roots 
tell  us;  for  oft  we  find  them  indented  and 
eat  in  Holes  ;  and  that  a  Blaft  could  not 
occafion  this,  the  little  Rings  of  Decay 
in  the  Leaves  fliew,  when  all  the  other 
Part  is  whole,  and  in  its  proper  Hue, 
which  a  Wind  would  have  wither'd,  or 
a  bad  Air  deftroy’d,  without  flich  Re- 
ferve. 

What  Country  thefe  Infeffs  come  from, 
or  what  Weather  brings  them,  or  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  they  are  the  Growth  of  our 
Country,!  fhall  not  be  inquifitive  about  ; 
but  let  pafs  now,  what  may  be  more  fit  in 
anotherDifcourfe.  But  fure  I  am,’tis  a  great 
way  for  thofe  little  Things  to  travel  from 
Greenland  or Ruffia  hither,  without  baiting 
on  the  Way,  or  their  Eggs  flxeltering  in 

fome 
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fome  Merchandice  or  other.But  they  may 
come,  if  they  are  minded  ;  for  there  are 
no  Ridges  of  Mountains  to  interrupt  their 
Voyage,  neither  *  Atlas  nor  Caucafus.  Hand 
in  the  Way  :  We  may  have  them  from 
America ,  the  quite  contrary  fide  of  us, for 
ought  I  can  gather.  But  whence  they 
are  is  not  pofitively  agreed  on  by  the 
Literati.  The  moft  rational  Defcrip- 
tion  we  have  had  as  yet  of  the  Plague  is 
at  a  lofs  to  reconcile  itfelf,  fub verting  in 
one  Place,  what  it  has  eftablifhed  for  a 
Maxim  in  another  ;  for  we  are  told  f, 
that  the  common  People  in  the  Country, 
finding  the  Opinion  to  be  true,  that  Eajl- 
erly  Winds  bring  a  Rot  to  Roots  and  fome 
Herbs,  they,  to  prevent  fuch  a  Confe- 
quence,  when  Winds  blew  from  that 
Quarter  in  the  Seafon,made  Fires  of  Chaff 
and  Rubbifh  to  the  Windward  of  their 
Gardens,  the  Smoke  of  which  coming 
with  the  Wind,  they  found,  fav’d  their 
Roots,  by  deftroying  the  InfeSl.  And  a 
little  after  we  are  told,  That  the  Turnips 
to  the  Weft  of  London  were  deftroyed  by 
an  Eafterly  Wind,  forgetting  that  the 
Smoke  of  the  whole  City  came  with  the 


t  Bradley ,  p.  40.  Ibid  p,  44,  45. 
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Wind  to  their  Prote&ion,  which  (laying 
afide  the  Advantage  it  had  of  fulphurous 
Qualities)  was  a  much  better  Antidote 
for  two  or  three  Miles,  than  the  Smoke 
of  a  fmall  Fire  could  be  for  a  Quarter  or 
half  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile. 

The  Do&rine  of  Vermin  is  generally 
fettled ;  'verminous  Swanns  are  known  by 
all,who  have  anyUnderftanding  inPhyfick, 
to  follow  mod  Difeafes,  The  different 
Species  of  Beads  have  fudden  Diftempers, 
which  fweep  away  whole  Droves  at  once, 
and  we  find  often,  that  what  rots  the 
Sheep,  has  no  Influence  on  the  black 
Cattle  ;  And  on  the  contrary,  thofe  De- 
ftroyers  are  altogether  diflinguifhable 
from  the  Imperfect wnes  Nature,  or  Dif- 
eales  which  commonly  attend  Nature, 
becaule  all  are  leveU’d,  old  and  young, 
tender  and  ftrong,  well  and  ill-fed  perilh 
together ;  no  Diliindion  made.  It  is  like- 
wile  lo  with  Vegitals;  thofe  planted  in  a 
good  Soil  fuffer  with  thofe  in  a  bad,  the 
tender  Plant  with  the  mature  Fruit ;  a 
firm  Adherence  had  ftill  to  the  Sort  or 
kind,  pointing  to  us  fomething  very  cu¬ 
rious  and  furprizing :  For  Works  of  Na¬ 
ture,  however  form’d,  or  whether  of 
nice  or  ftrong  Texture,  have  fomewhat 
annexed  to  every  Angular,  which  reduces 
.  ^  fpeedily 
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fpeedily  all  that  Bloom  and  Shew,  to  its 
primitive  indigefted  Confufion. 

Let  us  reft  where  we  are :  A  too  cu¬ 
rious  Inquiry  is  not  our  Bufinefs.  Men 
have  Knowledge  fufficient,  if  they  will 
but  turn  it  on  proper  and  fuitable  Objects. 
Caufes  rightly  difpofed  will  give  great 
Infights,  and  the  Excellency  of  feme  have 
filled  others  with  Admirations  not  be¬ 
coming  of  Ration als,  equal  in  Dignity 
with  thofe  Capacities,1 which  only  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Application  made  feem  fo  much  a- 
bove  them.  We  ought  ftili  to  fubmit  to 
thofe  Secrets  in  Nature,  which  are  rang’d 
far  above  our  ftiort  Reach.  An  able  Phy- 
fician  and  Anatomift,  who  underftands 
the  Structure  of  a  human  Body,  and  the 
Ufe  of  all  its  Parts,  will  tell  us,  that  if 
fuch  and  fuch  a  Veffel  is  broke,  or  put 
from  its  Place,  and  thereby  made  inca¬ 
pable  of  performing  its  proper  Function, 
the  Body  muft  die  for  want  of  Affiftance 
from  that  Part,on  which  it  more  immedi- 
ately  depends :  And  likewife  a  Naturalift 
may  eafily  prove  (or  indeed  any  Body 
may)  that  an  Air  too  thick  or  too  fine  to 
be  breath’d  in,  muft  have  the  fame  Effedl 
with  no  Air  at  all.  But  when  we  fee  a 
Perfoii  fall  down  dead  in  the  Street,  in  a 
Place  of  a  good  Air, who  was  the  Minute 

before 
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before  in  perfect  Health,  and  had  been 
always  healthy,  and  had  no  Warning 
from  any  Indication  of  this  hidden  Death 
or  End  ;  How  this  comes  to  pafs,  our 
Motions  are  too  fcant  to  determine  j  it  is 
tranfcendently  beyond  Man’s  limited 
Profpe<a,to  fubftitute  even  the  bare  Image 
of  a  Caufe. 

This  great  Evil  of  the  Plague  is  record¬ 
ed  by  ancient  Writers,  to  owe  its  Rife 
to  very  differing  and  indirect  Beginnings ; 
fo  that  for  a  Man  to  judge  abruptly 
whence  it  Iprings,  or  to  give  a  ioofe  to 
an  Argument  on  this  Subject,  gives  a 
Ground  to  the  World  for  believing,  that 
a  due  Regard  is  not  had  to  Providence : 
For  however  exprefs’d  yarioufly,  all  the 
learned  in  all  Ages  have  fhewn  in  their 
Writings  fomething  of  a  Spirit  acknow¬ 
ledging  a  Divine  Hand,,  to  which  moft  of 
them  refigned,  when  wearied  with  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Clue.  They  knew,that  a  fu- 
preme  Engine  weilded  all  natural  Inftru- 
ments  here  below.  Mow  it  will  be  very 
congruous  with  Chriftian  Principles, toi  us 
to  be  affured,  that  bad  Angels  have  Pei-- 
millions  given  themes  well  iis  the  good 
are  commiffioned.and  that  thoie  Plagues'-, 
which  followed  the  pouring  out  of  the 

Vials  in  the  Apmlfts,  were  fent  for  the 

'  '  Faults 
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Faults  and  Crimes  of  Men  ;  therefore 
God  may  fend  Evils,when  he  fees  fit-and 
when  the  Sins  of  Men  call  for  them,  if 
they  come,let  no  other  Caufe  be  afligned. 
It  is  our  Bufinefs  ftill  to  fear  ;  a  fuffering 
Prefumption  meets  with  no  Excufe,  be- 
caufe  of  a  higher  Difpenfation.  We  are 
to  ufe  all  the  Ways  Reafon  direds  to,  for 
a  juft  Apprehenfion  of  every  thing.  But 
let  us  not  confound  things  of  different 
Natures  with  each  other.  None,  who 
knows  the  Nature  of  a  catching  Diftem- 
per,  and  would  be  laid  to  ad  juft,would 
come  where  it  is,  to  brave  it.  The  Small 
Pox ,  they  who  never  had  it,  commonly 
endeavour  to  fhun  where  it  is ;  yet  many 
tak£  it,  when  no  vifible  Communication 
is  held  with  a  Perfon  infeded. 

Proceed  we  to  examine,  whether  Ac¬ 
cidents  ,  or  Changes  in  Weather,or  Things 
influenc’d  by  it,  give  any  Promotion  to 
the  Suppofition  of  a  material  Caufe  s  pro¬ 
ducing  the  Plague.  ’Tis  now  54  Years, 
fince  thefe  Dominions  have  been  vifited 
by  its  Fury,  yet  have  we  not  had  in  this 
Time  all  the  Variety  and  Alteration,  that 
can  well  happen  to  Men  and  Things? 
There  have  beenEarthquakes, Inundations, 
feveral  unwholfome  and  cfangerousSeafons, 
which  have  brought  us  every  Infedion 

but 
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but  the  Plague.  We  have  had  Meteors 
burning, of  very  large  Bodies ;  by  the  great 
Quantity  of  Vapours  exhal'd  there  have 
been  exceeding  Thunders,  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  Lightnings :  We  have  had  all  the 
Diftreffes  of  War,  terrible  Blood- flied- 
ding,fo  that  Bodies  have  lain  aboveGround 
unburied  for  a  conliderable  Time,  by  the 
hard  Circtimftances  attending  unhappy 
Difputes :  The  Air  has  been  tainted  le- 
veral  Times  with  naufeous  and  loathfome 
Scents :  Seiges  there  have  been,  compel¬ 
ling  the  Befieged  to  feed  on  Dogs  and 
Cats,  and  even  Rats,  with  other  Vermin. 
There  are  many  living  this  Day,  who  can 
teftify  this  from  their  fad  Experience,  du¬ 
ring  the  Siege  of  London-Dewy  in  Ireland , 
in  the  Wars  with  the  late  King  James .  Itr 
was  common  with  the  poorer  fort  of  Peo¬ 
ple  all  over  that  Kingdom,  in  thofe  Black 
Times,  to  have  the  flefli  of  Horfes  and 
rotten  Cows,  and  Sheep,  for  their  daily 
Food,  there  being  no  Bread  to  be  got  for 
Love  or  Money.  This  is  but  of  the 
Traniadlions  of  t’other  Day,  and  has  many 
Witnefles.  Diforders  we  have  felt  fatal 
too  often  to  many  People ,  and  thofe 
wrought  up  to  the  higheft  Pitch  by  a  foul 
Indulgence.  The  Paifions  of  Men  have 
been  quite  turn’d,  which  has  laid  them 

open 
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open  to  all  the  Tyrannie  of  malignant 
Diftempers.  We  have  feen  in  feme  Ad- 
miniftrations,  the  Scenes  of  Intempe¬ 
rance  and  Debauchery  prefented  with 
ftrong  Advantages,  Ihaded  by  high  Ex¬ 
ample,  opening  the  Sluices  of  all  man¬ 
lier  of  Vices,  and  refigning  the  Reins  of 
Prudence  up  to  the  Impetuofity  and  Hur¬ 
ry  of  brutal  and  fenfual  Defire,  which 
brought  on  Men  every  Kind  of  Sicknefs* 
and  all  Sort  of  Evils ;  but  all  this  while, 
there  has  been  no  Plague ,  People  were 
often  prepared  for  its  Entertainment, 
and  had  there  been  but  the  fmalleft 
Brood  of  this  prolifick  Reptile  among  us, 
it  often  would  have  found,  from  the  a- 
bove  Opportunities,  a  Field  large  enough 
to  rage  in. 

Again,  thofe  Difeafes,  malignant  in 
their  Kind,  call'd  Catching,  as  the  Stnall 
Pox ,  M eafle^  and  others,  cannot  be 
luppofed  of  a  peftilential  Nature ;  for  no 
Perfons’s  feiz’d  by  any  of  them,  but  what 
finds  a  Difcompofure  growing  to  the  Di- 
ftemper,  (though  fome  fboner  than  o- 
thers)  by  a  regular  Progreffion,  never 
without  warning,  how  violent  foever,  difi* 
pofing  the  Body  to  Symptoms  of  Death 

D  And 
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And  that  thefe  Difeates  have  their  Ori¬ 
gin  or  Support  in  a  certain  Air,  ’tis 
groundlefs  to  imagine;  for  we  nnift  al¬ 
low,  that  feveral  Parts  of  America  had  the 
Small  Pox  from  the  Englijh ,  a  Difeafe 
unknown  to  the  Indians  before^  and  had 
been  to  now,  if  the  Englijh  had  not 
mixt  among  them,  and  fuckled  their 
Children,  and  gave  of  BritiJJo  Food  to 
the  Natives.  But  by  this  Behaviour  the 
Diftemper  was  fettled  in  the  Blood,  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  their  Generations,  and 
is  become  to  them  at  this  Time  a  natio¬ 
nal  Difeafe.  The  Accidents  which  par¬ 
ticular  Families  have  met  with,  will  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  Determination ;  for  there  is 
Nothing  that  can  be  told  extraordinary, 
but  what  an  Inftance  of  the  contrary  may 
be  brought  ;  fo  that  if  Relations  living 
at  great  Diftances  from  each  other,  about 
the  fame  time  take  the  S?nall  Pox ,  others 
in  the  fame  Circumftances  do  not ;  and 
often  we  find  the  loving  Mother,  and 
fome  of  her  Children  efcape,  when  they 
have  been  expofed  by  Nurfing,  and  ta¬ 
king  Care  of  fome  of  the  Family  down. 

A  Look  into  feveral  Places  in  and  a- 
bout  hondon ,  will  tell  us,  that  moft  Di- 
ftempers  are  acquired  by  Abides  given 

to 
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to  Nature, after  a  lordidManner  ;  the  Air 
isputrified  by  this  Means,  and  the  moft 
accurate  Maladies  infue  ;  This  we  need, 
not  go  far  for  the  Proof  of;  the  belt  ot 
us  in  fome  Meafure  find  a  Damage 
from  badNeighbourhood.  Yet  no  Com¬ 
plication  of  ill  Difeafes  can  give  us  the 
Plague,  or  we  fhould  have  it  even  now. 
The  Infection  frequently  begins  with 
Perfons  moft  vigorous  and  moft  healthy. 
It  affects  commonly,  when  it  comes  in¬ 
to  thefe  Countries,  firft  of  all,  thole  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  are  always  in  the  belt  Air,  and 
moft  free  from  Humors.  The  temperate 
labouring  Man  is  made  a  Victim  to  its 
Malice,  while  the  profligate  rotten  De- 
baucheaf remains  very  fecure,  which  is 
folely  owing  to  his  Diftance  from  Pefti- 
ferous  Scents.  The  Fruits  of  the  Ea- 
ftern  Countries  are  eat  in  London  with 
much  greater  Immoderation,  than  they 
are  where  they  grow  :And  the  People  ot 
feveral  Parts'  of  France ,  I  may  lay  of 
moft  Parts,  had  much  worle  Nourifh- 
ment  than  that  of  the  trading  City  of 
Marfeilles  had,  when  the  Infection  began 
there.  In  the  late  War,  that  Kingdom  was 
reduced  to  the  loweft  Streights  of  Po¬ 
verty  ;  A  Dearth  was  over  all  the  Tyrant’ r 
Realm,  by  Means  of  Englijh  Arms, 
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which  brought  on  them  all  Kind  of  Sick- 
defies  and  Diftreffes  ;  Often  very  Ma¬ 
lignant  Fevers  ftole  into  the  Camp-and 
cut  off  many  of  their  Men  ;  yet  no 
Plague ,  (  tho’  very  vifible  Signs  of  one  ) 
appeared. 

That  the  Amufement  may  not  take  * 
of  the  Airs  having  a  Power  of  conveying 
the  Plague  to  Places  remote,  let  only  the 
Accounts  we  have  of  its  Journeys  be  ob- 
ferved ;  and  we  fhall  find  that  no  Place 
at  any  great  Diftance  (  a  Regard  (fill  had 
to  fupernatural  Power)  from  an  Infect¬ 
ed  Place,  ever  got  the  Peftilence,  that 
could  not  give  a  plaufible  Account  of 
the  Manner  it  came  in.f  by  imputing  it 
to  Periods,  Things,  or  Goods  fknd  let 
It  be  remark'd,  which  I  think  is  full 
ftrong  to  make  void  all  Arguments  for 
Air,  Diet ,  or  D ifeafe,  being  Caufes  of  the 
Pefl ,  that  in  thofe  Countries,  where  it  fet¬ 
tles,  feveral  Parts  are  often  free,  though 
they  have  the  fame  Air,  Difeafe,  and 
Diet,  peculiar  to  the  Country,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  Infe&ed.  Turkey  is  di¬ 
vided  into  feveral  Bnder-Go-vernments, 
and  ruled  by  Officers,  deputed  by  the 


*  Read  Bradley,  p.  40. 
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Grand  Seignior-,  fome  Divifions  for  Years 
together  have  not  the  Plague,  efpedally 
the  Inland  Ones :  What  can  this  be  afcrib- 
ed  to,  but  to  the  good  Conduct  of  their 
Governours,  and  carefulnefs  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  in  deftroying  all  the  Remains  of  the 
Difeafe  when  it  was  there,  and  in  its  De¬ 
cline,  and  in  keeping  a  ftrid  Watch  to 
prevent  its  Entrance  again.  From  the  Ma¬ 
ritime  Towns,  where  it  molfly  haunts, 
it  is  alrnolf  an  Impoflibility  to  rout  it  $ 
for  the  Delire  of  Gain  will  make  Men 
break  all  Rules,  and  run  all  Hazzards. 

But  we  need  not  to  have  gone  fo  far 
for  Proof,  that  the  Air  does  not  tranf- 
port  Infection  many  Miles,-  our  own 
Health,  with  that  of  other  Countries  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  Plague ,  will  inform  us, 
that  Winds  do  not  bring  it  eighty  Miles  j 
for  Winds  have  often  blown  from  Mar- 
feilles ,  Aix ,  and  Toulon  upon  the  joi¬ 
ning  Countries,  fince  the  Pelfilence  be¬ 
gan  ;  a  Southerly  Wind  would  have  brought 
the  Infeft  or  its  Eggs  to  Dauphme,  from 
Dauphme  to  Lyons ,  fo  on  to  Paris,  and  of 
necelfrty  hither :  But  Thanks  be  to  God, 
there  are  no  fuch  Stages  made;  its  Progrefs 
being  after  another  Manner:  However,  it 
is  not  contrary  to  Reafon,  to  imagine, 
that  a  Body  of  Air  may  be  corrupted  for 

fome 
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fome  few  Mites,  which  weakens  in  Pro¬ 
portion,  as  it  extends,  till  it  is  quite  loft. 
Thus  at  any  confiderable  Diftance  from  a 
Carrion,  we  have  no  Offence ;  but  upon 
a  near  Approach  we  ftnell  it  ftrong. 

Here  our  Confideration  will  not  be 
amifs,  if  we  take  a  fmall  Survey  of  thole 
Places  where  it  generally  refides  ;  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  its  Provifion  will  confirm  us  very 
much  in  our  Opinion.  Let  the  Curious 
obferve,  that  the  fame  Meridian  palling 
over  Grand  Cairo  in  JBgypt  makes  Mid¬ 
day  in  RuJJia ,  and,  is  as  a  Line  to  con¬ 
fine  the  Peft  to  the  Baft ,  which  finds  no 
Sanftuary  Weftward ,  though  it  too  often 
makes  difmal  Sallies.  That  which  has 
the  firft  Share  in  preparing  all  living  Bo¬ 
dies  is  Food ;  the  Temper  of  the  Climes, 
and  often  the  Situation  of  a  Place,  goes 
a  great  Way.  The  Plague  in  Turkey  is  re¬ 
vived  by  the  great  Drought s^which  often 
happen  there,  and  upon  them  impetuous 
Rain. f,  which  fills  Beafts,  and  Fruits  of 
the  Earth,  whereby  Man  is  nouriffced, 
with  grofs  and  unwholfome  Humours. 
The  Produce  of  that  Land  likewife  be¬ 
ing  Cotton ,  and  other  Growths,  whofe 
Textures  and  Valves  are  formed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Infeff^  and  defend  it  from  in¬ 
vading  Colds,  till  the  Return  of  a  fa¬ 
vourable 
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vourable  Seafon,  muft  very  much  further 
its  Delay  among  the  Natives.  The  Ruffians 
have  their  Furs  and  Skins  to  hide  the  Ani¬ 
mal  in,  and  keep  it  from  ftarving;  and 
GrandCairo  'sNiledoes  not  a  little  promote 
the  Plague  s  Continuance  with  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  its  Overflows  being  made  by  the 
Manners  of  that  People,  not  to  wafli  a- 
way,  fo  much  as  to  bring  Naftinefs,  which 
ever  aggravates  this  Difeafe. 

Why  we  have  not  the  Plague  from  JE- 
gypt  by  ourTraffick,t  thatGentleman  gives 
us  the  beft  Reafon,  tho’  not  intended,  in 
theDifcourfe  where  he  endeavours  to  fliew 
an  Inconfiftency,  in  believing,  that  Cot¬ 
ton  conveys  it  from  Turkey  or  Syria;  for  he 
allowing  the  Effluvia's,  or  Scents  of  Cof¬ 
fee  to  be  a  Counter- Poifon  to  the  Infe¬ 
ction,  makes  but  an  unwary  Condition, 
That  the  Canvas  Bags  about  the  Coffee 
may  bring  the  Plague ,  as  well  as  Bags  of 
Cotton.  Now  let  us  imagine  the  Can¬ 
vas  of  the  Bags,  as  full  of  the  Poifon- 
ous  Matter,  as  it  is  capable  of  containing; 
yet  the  Scents  of  above  Twenty  Inches 
Diameter  of  Coffee,  being  the  mod  fpi- 
rituous  Subftance,  ftill  pafling  through. 
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muft  foon  overcome  the  fmall  Part  of 
Infection  lodged  in  a  Canvas,  Hot  a  Quar¬ 
ter  of  an  Inch  thick ;  whereas  in  the  Cot¬ 
ton,  there  is  Nothing  oppofite  to  the 
Nature  of  the  Plague ;  but  in  a  Bag  of 
two  or  three  Foot  deep,  there  are  large 
Advantages  for  its  Prefervation  :  It  might 
ivith  more  Juftice  be  argued  in  Favour 
of  the  Sails,  which  brought  the  Ship 
down  the  Levant  from  Alexandria^  than 
for  the  Canvas  Bags  about  the  Coffee. 

That  Places  and  Things  are  fufcep- 
tible  of  Infects  to  their  Safer  being  for  a 
long  Time,  we  may  learn  from  our  own 
Experience  here  in  London  ;  for  it  is  but 
four  or  five  Years  ago,  that  we  had  a 
Diftemper  among  the  Black  Cattle  very 
deftrii&iye  ,  and  when  every  Body 
thought  it  was  abated, and  gonefthe  Cattle 
being  well  for  eight  or  ten  Months,)  it 
broke  out  a-new,  which  was  occasioned 
by  putting  Cattle  in  thofe  Houles  and 
Places,  where  the  Infe&ed  were  lodged 
the  Seafon  before ;  nor  could  this  be 
cured,  till  that  the  Timber,  and  other 
Things  in  the  Houles  were  walhed  with 
Soap,  Lees,  and  other  fearching  and  pe¬ 
netrating  Liquors  ;  and  the  Parts  fmok- 
ed,  which  killed  the  Vermine. 

America $ 
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America,  and  the  Parts  of  Africa, 
which  never  felt, the  Scourge,  (  fpeak- 
ing  in  a  natural  Way)  owe  that  Happi- 
nefs  to  their  not  trading  with  infeded 
Places.  They  can  be  Luxurious  enough 
in  the  Growth  of  their  own  Country, 
without  going  abroad  to  feek  Novel¬ 
ties.  The  Weftern  Parts  of  Europe  fa- 
crifice  and  pay  Tribute  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte ,  every  twenty  Years,  take  one 
time  with  another.*  the  Lives  of  above 
a  Hundred  Thoufand  Ghriftians,  and  have 
in  Return  but  a  final!  Parcel  of  unne- 


ceflary  Trifles  :  An  Exchange,  that  can 
pleafe  none,  but  vain,  ftupid,  thought- 
kfs  Wretches !  What  Noife  does  the 
Freedom  of  five  Score  Chriftian  Slaves, 
make  in  the  World,  and  how  much  do 
fome  Courts  value  themfelves  upon  their 
Good  Works  ?  For  an  •  inconfiderable 
Number  of  People’s  being  carried  abroad 
into  Captivity,  they  exprefs  the  mod 
paiiionate  and  tender  Concern,  yet  at 
the  fame  time  are  unconcerned,  nor  fol- 
licitous  to  remove  the  Caufe  of  Thou- 
fands  perilhing  at  Home  in  worfe  than 
Turkifh  or  Barbarian  Slavery. 

It  would  be  found,  upon  making  up 
the  Account,  if  the  Chriftian  World 
could  be  perfwaded  to  make  the  Expe- 

E  rimenf-, 
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riment,  that  the  Profits  and  Gains  o 
thefe  Kingdoms  would  be  much  greater 
in  fome  Period  of  Time,  were  they 
never  to  trade  to  thofe  Parts  of  the  Le¬ 
vant,  which  are  frequently  infeded  ; 
fince  in  all  probability,  it  would  prevent 
the  Lofs  of  fome  Thoufands  of  Men  ' 
employ’d  to  cultivate  and  improve  the 
Land;  to  increafe  pubiick  Wealth,  and 
bring  Good  to  a  Nation.  But  that  de¬ 
vouring  Evil  brought  in,  in  a  little  time 
we  fee  the  whole  Country  laid  wafte,  its 
Inhabitants  cut  off,  or  routed  ;  its  Towns 
confum’d,  and  its  Cities  raz’d. 

We  may  venture,  I  hope,  by  this 
time,  to  make  from  the  whole  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Conclufions. 

lft.  That  the  Air  is  not  the  efficient 
Catife  of  the  Plague ,  becaufe  we  find, 
that  they  who  breath  the  moft  unwhol- 
fome,  putrid,  and  corrupt,  are  clear 
of  it  often,  when  they,  who  live  in  a 
pure  ferene  Air  have  it. 

idly.  That  Dijeafes,  of  what  Nature 
loever,  don’t  bring  it,  appears  from  the 
moft  unhealthy,  rotten  and  nauleous 
Perfons  '  being  without  it,  when  the 
healthy,  vigorous,  and  clean,  are  in¬ 
feded. 
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^dl%  ThatD let  cannot  occafion  it,  the 
Parts  o (Italy,  Spain  and  France ,  do  fhew 
inhabited  by  carelefs,  nafty  Idlers,  who 
live  always  on  the  Fruits  of:  Lazinefs,  the 
worft  and  mod  loathfomeFood  ;  yet  ef- 
cape  the  Infedion,  when  others  luffer, 
who  have  every  Thing  requifite,  and 
defirable  in  Life, 

Let  it  be  faid  then,  with  Tome  Autho¬ 
rity,  that  the  Principal,  or  firft  Caufe  of 
the  Plague ,  cannot'  be  found  among  the 
Varieties  of  Nature,  which  entertain  Hu¬ 
man  Underftanding;  tho’  fomething  in 
the  Decay  of  Man  gives  it  Nurture, 
and  thofe  Things,  which  are  about  him, 
that  have  not  Ex tr earns  of  Heat,  or 
Cold,  find  it  Covering,  till  it  meets 
with  Matter  to  feed  on,  and  Multiply 
its  Kind.  This  infeds  the  Air,  and  this 
being  drawn  in  at  the  Mouth,  or  No- 
ftrils,  fucceeds  according  to  the  Virulen- 
cy  of  the  Humours  in  the  Body  to  fup- 
port  it.  In  this  Place  let  it  be  underftood, 
that  altho’  it  is  allowable,  that  Infedion 
may  come  out  at  all  the  Pores  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  with  the  Steams, yet  it  is  probable  to 
believe,it  only  is  drawn  in  by  breathing; 
for  Nature  being  always  careful  of  its 
fell,  the  Animal  Parts  are  employed 
continually  in  difcharging,  with  Labour 

E  2  pro- 
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proportionate  to  the  Nature  of  that 
Matter  with  which  they  are  loaded, 
their  feveral  Fundions,  fo  that  a  great 
Quantity  of  the  Subftance  mult  be 
thrown  out,  or  purged  through  the 
Skin  :  This  tranfpired  Eflence  mult  of 
Neceffity  reft  upon  Goaths /  and  other 
things  capable  of  receiving  it.  But  there 
is'  no  fuch  Compulfion  from  without, 
to  drive  the  Infection  in  at  the  Pores  of 
the  Body  ;  tho’  ’tis  not  impoflible  for  it 
to  pals  with  the  pure  Element,  to  which 
it  is  clog’d,  lince  that  will  make  its  way 
through  Bodies  comprefs’d  in  the  narrow- 
eft  Conliftency.  '  5 

'  This  Account  is  delivered  (  as  was 
faid  before)  with  fpecial  Refped  to  Pro¬ 
vidence  ,  for  ’tis  poffible,  with  him, 
with  whom  all  Things  are  poffible,  to 
make  that  Matter  what  he  pleafes,  which 
he  made  Matter  out  of  Nothing.  He  may 
fend  Plagues,  by  ftretching  out  his  Hand, 
and  give  the  Quality  of  the  ranked  Poy- 
fon  to  that  which  now  is  the  moft  healing 
Balm.  But  in  theCourfe  of  Natural  Things, 
if  Fads  are  convincing/tis  evident,  that  if 
Turkey,  and  other  Parts  infeded,  were 
once  free  of  the  Species  of  the  Peft^ 
there  is  all  Reafon  to  judge,  that  it 
could  not  be  rellor’d  by  Aif,  Vtfeafe 

*  •'  i  Diet  % 
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Diet,  or  any  other  Thing  peculiar  to  the 
Places ;  tho’  the  People  may  be  more 
fubjedt  than  others,  to  the  catching  of  it 
again,  or  rather  to  the  nourifhing  of  it, 
when  it  was  in  PoflefTion,  from  their; 
Difpofitions,  or  Habits,  as  was  before 
obferv’d.  By  the  fame  Rule,  we  may 
fay,  was  the  Plague  tranfplanted  into 
thoie  Parts  of  America ,  whofe  Climes 
render  a  bad  Air,  and  whofe  Growths 
are  Cotton,  and  things  of  a  warm  Spun¬ 
gy  Nature ;  the  Settling  of  the  Plague 
with  the  Indians  would  be  after  the  fame 
manner  it  now  remains  with  ^the  Turks , 
Ruffians,  and  Egyptians . 

And  fince  no  Method  reducible  to 
Practice,  can  be  laid  down,  whereby 
the  Diftemper  may  be  expell’d  from 
thcfe  Countries  ;  ’tis  our  Bufinefs  to 
fear  it,  and  expedt  it,  as  often  as  Goods 
or  Men  come  from  thence.  The  only 
Way  left  us,  promifing  Security,  is  the 
ufe  of  Means  within  our  Power,  great 
Diligence  in  examining  all  Things  giv¬ 
ing  Sufpicion,  and  a  ftfidt  Purfuit  of  the 
Rules  of  Caution,  which  Prudence 
teaches. 

For  a  Self-Prefervation,  the  Standard 
to  make  fure  by  is  a  good  Conflitution  ,* 
for  ’tis  qbfervable,  that  in  the  General, 

'  "  ;  :  '  the 
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the  Plague  makes  a  Prey  of  thole,  who 
have  been  mod  intemperate,  and  irregu¬ 
lar  in  their  ©economy.  The  Part  of 
Mankind  inur'd  to  Labour,  whole  Ne- 
eeffities  make  indifferent  Food  habitual 
to  them,  find  it  much  lefs  fevere,  except 
it  be  in  a  very  Extraordinary  Cafe,  as 
when  Circumftances  bring  them  to  live 
on  woile  Food  than  they  were  ufed  to  , 
then,  indeed,  a  Languiiliing  follows  in 
Proportion,  and  leaves  them  remedilefs. 
Thole  among  the  better  Sort  of  People, 
who  funk  into  Death,  as  it  were,  by  a 
panic  Dread,  before  any  Signal  given 
by  the  Plague ,  are  found  to  have  been 
indulgent,  indolent  Livers,  flothful  and 
eafy,  exercifed  in  licentious  Pleafures* 
I  he  Plague  feems  to  be  the  Gage,  or 
Scale  of  Nature,  falling  fhort  in  our 
Strength,  and  coming  heavy  in  our  De¬ 
cay  and  Imperfe&iom 

The  great  and  many  Benefits,  which 
have  flowed  to  the  Publidk,  from  well- 
meaning  Societies,  has  very  much  con¬ 
duced  to  make  the  People  implicit  to 
General  Rules,  and  to  take  every  Thtngy 
faidby  fome,  for  a  Law.  Hence,  for- 
felting  the  Privileges  of  a  Rational 
Being,  by  denying  the  Evidences  lent 
bv  Reafon  :  This  ordinarily  is  the  Cafe 
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of  the  bufy  Part  of  the  World,  who 
are  takdn  up  by  the  feveral  Affairs  of 
Life  from  the  Study  of  themfelves,  ne¬ 
glecting  that  Inftrument,  which  is  to 
bring  about  the  mighty  Schemes.  Here 
Nature  muft  have  a  Help-mate ;  it  is  at 
a  lofs  what  to  do :  Men  are  compelled, 
by  their  former  Negle&s,  and  Inobfer- 
vance,  upon  the  leaft  Apprehenfion,  of 
an  approaching  Malady,  to  fly  for  Help, 
to  have  recourfe  to  any  Thing,  that 
bears  the  Name  of  Doffor.  Their  Lives, 
from  that  Time  forth,  are  in  the  Hands 
of  another,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  Will : 
And  very  rare  it  happens,  that  good  Ufe 
is  not  made  of  the  Power  given;  for  of¬ 
ten  by  Alteratives,  the  Body  is  cooked 
from  an  imaginary,  to  a  real  Difeafe  j 
and  kept  only  to  confume  Vrugr  $ 
lingring  to  a  certain,  and  oft  wiflied 
for.  Death. 

It  is  furprifing  to  find  Phyfick  re¬ 
commended  to  Men  in  perfed:  Health 
for  Food,  when  all  know,  who  will, 
that  Medicines  are  defigned  as  Reftor^- 
tives  of  Nature,  to  bring  back,  that  good 
Habit,  which  had  been  loft  by  Accident, 
or  Irregularity.  We  are  told  *  that  the 

com- 
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common  Diet  of  the  People,  where  the 
Plague  is  in  Frame,  was  Herbs,  Roots, 
and  Fruits  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  we 
have  Dofes  offered  us  by  feme,  as  fo  many 
Charms  againft  the  Pejt,  which  we  know 
to  be  compounded  of  thofe  very  Ingre¬ 
dients  our  Neighbours  Diftrefs  bids  us 
abftain  from.  Indeed,  there  happens  t6 
be  fome  fmall  Difference,  for  they  had 
them  at  the  firft  Hand  from  Nature’s 
moulding ;  but  we  muff  take  them 
after  they  have  been  mortified  by  Stills, 
Limbecks,  Peftles  and  Mortars,  and  a 
long  Train  of  Difguifers,  which  may 
alter  Shape  and  Colour^  may  mix,  but 
never  change  Qualities. 

Nature  direds  to  the  beft  Road,  if  we 
will  but  obey  her  Didates.  I  am  fatif- 
fied  People  are  awake,  they  have  had 
too  fenfible  a  Rouze  from  that  Lethar¬ 
gy,  in  which  they  fo  lately  flumbred, 
to  fall  into  the  like  Difadvantage ;  they 
will,  no  Queftion,  keep  a  good  Look 
Out  with  their  Senfes,  to  prevent  their 
Underftandings  being  impofed  on.  A 
Volley  of  hard  Words,  or  a  glittering 
Equipage  will  be  but  poor  Eloquence, 
and  can  hardly  pafs  without  a  Scrutiny, 
whether,  or  no,  the  one  be  proper,  or 
the  other  genuine; 

When 
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When  we  fee  Packet-Pedlars  feated 
upon  Animals  much  gentler  than  them- 
felves,  making  Harangues  to  the  gaping 
Multitude,  every  one  knows  what  they 
want,  and  they  do  no  more  than  what 
we  fliould  expeft  from  fuch  Brokers  of 
Arts.  But  what  fliall  we  fay  ?  when 
Men,  who  fet  themfelves  by,  and  are 
mark’d  for  knowing  fomething,  deliver 
what  ought  to  be  inllruCtive  to  the  1  ub- 
iick,  by  whom  they  get  their  Bread,  in 
fuch  puzzling  and  dark  Terms,  that  no 
body  is  oblig’d  to  explain,  and  very  few 
capable  of  underftanding ;  Syftems  which 
ought  to  be  refer v  d  to  a  more  decent 
Seafori,  their  propereftUfe  being  for  Le¬ 
ctures  in  Academies,  and  not  to  con¬ 
found  Mankind  :  fuch  Proceedings  are 
very  unaccountable,  and  upon  them 
People  will  be  apt  to  make  Conftruc- 

tions.  ,  ,  ■  , 

Indeed,  for  thofe  Gentlemen,'  who 

make  the  Relief  of  the  D ifeafed  Part  of 
Mankind  the  End  of  their  Study,  a  too 
great  ReipeCt  cannot  be  paid  them  ^ 
they  ought  to  meet  with  the  due  En¬ 
couragements  of  Thanks  and  Rewards, 
becaufe  fuch  a  Defign  is  noole  and  u(e- 
ful,  and  difcovers  a  great  Mind,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  found  to  be  the  Principle  of 
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Adion  :  But  for  thofe  who  watch  our 
Fallings,  to  make  them  world,  who  catch 
us5^as  it  were,  at  a  halt  Turn,  when  we' 
can  t  think  right  of  Things,  to  make  us 
their  Property,  and  who,  by  an  imperti¬ 
nent  Induftry,  affume  a  Knowledge  they 
have  not,  to  promote  their  private  Inte- 
refts  at  our  Expence  and  Ruin  ;  fuch  if 

is  every  Body’s  Buflnefs  to  deted  and 
explode. 

The  Ufe  this  Digreffion  may  be  of  to 
the  unguarded,  in  unmasking  Pretenders, 
will,  I  hope,  make  Amends  for  the 
Reader’s  T  ime.  But  to  return  :  Every 
Body  is,  or  ought  to- be,  the  beft  Judge 
of  his  own  Conftitution  3  and  finee  there 
is  no  Perfection  in  Nature,  every  Nature, 
in  a  more  or  lefs  Degree,  lies  open  to  the 
P lague.  A  certain  great M orahjt  divided 
Mankind,  and  held  each  Individual  wife 
or  foohfh  in  his  Oeconomy,  as  his  Be¬ 
haviour  flood  in  Competition  with  that 
which  was  once  within  his  ovtfn  Power 
to  ad  :  The  fame  Allowance  may  be 
made  in  refped  of  Conftitutions  ;  for  a 
Man  may  be  faid  to  be  healthy,  or  other- 
wife,  as  he  conforms  to  what  Nature 
prescribes,  and  is  capable  of  bearing  well, 
by  the  Situation  and  Tone  of  its  Parts. 
No  Man  can  be  jiiftly  blamed  for  having 

that 
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that  foft  Head  which  his  Father  had  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  neither  can  Fault  be  found 
with  hinij  who  has  a  Diftemper  defen¬ 
ded  with  his  Inheritance.  But  as  an  im¬ 
perfect  Underftanding,  by  good  Con- 
'verfation,  and  apt  Study,  may  be  very 
much  improv’d  j  fo  by  a  regularLife,  and 
proper  Diet,  Nature  may  be  greatly  re¬ 
paired  ;  and  he  who  is  born  with  a 
Mark  of  his  Father’s  loofe  Days,  often 
we  fee,  by  his  good  Condudi,  leaves  his 
Children  no  Remains  of  the  Evil. 

But  it  is  not  from  thefe  Fountains  we 
have  our  greateft  His  ;  we  will  be  be¬ 
holding  to  none  but  ourielves  for  our 
Pains  :  The  Mikhief  is,  we  acquire  our 
own  Difeafes,  they  are  of  our  own  Pur? 
chace,  the  Refults  of  Exceffes,  debauch¬ 
ed  Nights,  and  inordinate  and  bafe  Purr 
fuits.  What  Way  can  be  taken,  which 
may  beft  reform  the  deprav’d  World  ?  the 
moft  fovereignand  only  one  is  that  which 
Real  on  prel  cribes,  and  which  each  par¬ 
ticular  Perfon  has  within  himfelf  kill 
dire&ing  him,  how  much  foever  he 
contradicts.  The  LegiJIature  has  given 
a  Power  into  the  Hands  of  the  M agh 
firates  of  reftraining  Vice,  who  ought, 
in  an  eminent  Manner,  at  this  Time  es¬ 
pecially,  to  give  the  Law  the  keenefl 

V  ?  Edge 
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Edge,  to  ftem  the  Torrent,  if  poflible 
as  they  have  begun  a  good  Work,  fo  let 
them  go  on  boldly,  and  profper  in  the 
Overthrow  and  Rout  of  Nefts  of  Nafti- 
nefs,  the  Harbours  of  Gamefters^  Thieves  ^ 
and  Whores ,  in  the  Hundreds  of  Drury , 
and  other  Places  in  and  about  Town  ; 
and  "tis  a  Duty  incumbent,  on  Pari - 
Jhioners ,  and  all  honeft  Folks,  to  be  rea¬ 
dy  in  giving  Afliftance,  by  direfting  Ju- 
fiice  to  the  fculking  Holes  of  Offenders  : 
for  let  all  know,  in  Cafe  the  Plague  was 
come  amongft  us,  (as  Go  d  forbid)  each 
Man  is  like  to  fuffer  from  his  Neigh¬ 
bour’s  Infection*  This  Reflection  ought 
to  make  every  one  bear  a  part  in  what 
one  Day  may  be  of  the  laft  Service,  not 
only  to  himfelf,  but  alfo  to  all  whom  he 
willies  well. 

It  is  impoffihle  to  lay  down  Rules  of 
living  to  each  Ferfon  in  particular ;  the 
greateft  and  moft  infallible  one,  and 
which  will  hold  good  with  all,  is,  Tem¬ 
perance ,  with  Prudence  ;  in  all  Cafes, 
Phyfick  is  to  be  ihun’d,  unlefs  the  Per- 
fon  be  very  confcious  of  a  real  Indifpo- 
lition  y  and  even  then  he  is  to  ufe  as 
little  as  may  be,  and  always  that  which 
is  neareft  Nature  ,*  for  many  Medicines, 
pr  a  Conftancy  of  any  one,  which  is  not 

confo- 
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confonant  to  the  Tone  of  the  Animal 
Parts,  only  weakens  the  Body  by  De^ 
grees,  tending  more  and  more  to  a  to¬ 
tal  Decay.  ThatJFood  which  Men  find, 
when  all  the  Paflions  are  ballanced,  the 
moft  reviving  and  ftrengthening,  muft 
certainly  be  the  beft  to  take,  and  the  fe- 
cureft  Defence  againfl:  all  Accidents  that 
may  happen.  The  Portion  and  Sort, 
Gonftitution,  and  theExercife  intended, 
direct  to  5  which  ought  always  to  be  well 
followed,  efpecially  the  latter  ;  for  No¬ 
thing  nurfes  Diftempers  fo  much  as  In¬ 
activity. 

There  are  feveral  Odours  which  puri¬ 
fy  the  Air,  baneful  to  the  Pefi }  but 
thefe  are  us’d  rather  for  a  Safeguard, 
than  to  weaken  it  when  it  has  taken 
Place.  Befides,  Men,  who  are  obliged 
to  draw  in  Air  at  various  Places,  and 
different  Air,  frequently  at  the  fame 
Place,  by  the  Reafon  of  Bufinefs,  can 
have  no  Succour  from  Fumigations ;  ’tis 
a  good  Air  recommended  to  the  nicer 
Sort,  and  will  there,  I  doubt,  reach  not 
much  further  than  Speculation.  The 
beft  SanCiuary  in  Nature  againfl:  Pefti- 
lence ,  is  a  flout  Mind  in  a  heal  Body,  a 
Heart  inoffenfively  chearful,  and  a  Body 
not  prejudiced  by  bad  Courfes,  by  too 
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little  or  too  much,  too  fir  on  g  or  too 

weak  Sufienance. 

If  what  has  bhen  find  be  duly  weighed, 
and  clofely  thought  on,  we  fhall  have  a 
Secret  open  to  us,  of  vaft  Moment  to 
the  People  of  London ,  and  other  Europe¬ 
an  Cities,  whofe  Situation  gives  them 
the  Happinefs  of  a  good  and  clear  Air. 
It  has  been  proved,  that  the  Plague  muft 
there  have  the  greateft  Sway,  where 
Men  have  the  largeft  Share  of  Corrup¬ 
tion,  whatever  caus’d  by  ,*  this  Putrefa? 
faction  in  human  Bodies  is  not  fo  gene¬ 
ral  with  the  Chrtfiian  Part  of  Europe,  as 
it  is  with  Turkey,  and  other  Places  in 
the  Eaft,  where  the  Plague  lives  ,•  yet 
upon  Computation  we  ihall  find,  that 
when  it  makes  its  Ifftres  among  us,  our 
Lofs  is  much  greater,  with  Proportion  to 
the  Time  of  its  Stay,  than  that  pf  the 
People  of  its  own  Country,  diftinguifli- 
ing  Cities  from  the  lefs  inhabited  Places 
where  this  can  come  from  ;  and  how  re¬ 
con, cileable  this  knownTruth  is  twith  the 
Notions  which  are  entertain’d,  of  Lon¬ 
don's  having  a  good  Air,  and  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  great  Privileges  from  its  Situation, 
which  Cities  in  other  Climes  cannot 
have  from  theirs,  will  appear  obvious  to 
each  judicious  Reader, 
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We  now  look  upon  all  Methods  pro- 
pofed  or  laid  down  by  Nature  or  Policy, 
for  the  Safety  of  the  whole,  as  follow’d 
by  every  particular  Perfon,  in  what  Order 
or  Condition  foever;  the  Avenues  leading 
to  the  Kingdom  well  guarded,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  landing  of  infectious  Perfons  or 
1  hings  ;  the  Magiftrates  difcharging  that 
great  .  Truft,  the  Care  of  the  People  re- 
poied  in  them,  by  looking  to  their  feve- 
ral  Liberties ;  the  Inhabitants  in  their  re- 
fpediive  Dwellings,  and  each  Perfon,  we 
luppofe,  taking  Care  of  his  own  Health  ( 
ail  this,  without  doubt,  will  be  very  in-  / 
ftrumental  to  the  leaning  to  us  our 
Health :  But  when  all  this  is  done, (which 
by  any  means  ought  not  to  be  left  un¬ 
done)  there  ftill  remains  with  us  uncur’d, 
and  by  the  Toleration  ol  the  Law,  nay, 
by  its  pofitive  Injunction,  the  true  Caufe 
of  the  Plague's  raging  in  Cities,  which 
is  the  great  Number  of  poor  People  pent 
up  together,  in  divers  places  here  and 
there  in  our  City  under  all  the  Incon¬ 
veniences  that  can  happen  to  poor  Mor¬ 
tals  ;  they  being  involved  in  every  Kind 
Oi  Calamity,  defhtute  of  every  Necellarv 
ot  Life,  condemn’d  to  a  poyionous  and 
corrupted  Air  ;  fo  bad  are  their  Circum- 
itances,  that  were  the  Plague  to  be  de¬ 
riv’d 

,  ' 

. 
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riv’d  from  Putrefadion,  it  could  never 
fail  of  being  among  them,  and  confer 
quently  with  us.  The  Stench  and  in- 
tedious  Fumes  always  arifing  from  the 
Prifons  of  London ,  make  ineffectual  all 
the  Advantages,  which  Nature  and  Art 
have  beftowed  on  the  City,  in  her  glo¬ 
rious  Thames ,  and  in  her  clean  and  wide 
Streets.  This  will  be  held  for  an  in- 
difputable  Truth,  if  we  look  towards 
the  City  of  M arfeiUefj  once  famous,  but 
now  fallen,  and  lying  a  piteous  and  de¬ 
plorable  Vidim  to  the  Plague.  Other 
Places  will  convince  us,  by  what  they 
have  endur’d  in  Times  part  from  the  Pe± 
fiilence ,  that  it  was  owing  to  this  throng¬ 
ing  of  the  People*  that  they  fuffered  in 
iucha  Degree,  when  they  have  excelled 
in  good  Air*  (abfiraded  from  this)  all 
other  Places  in  the  World. 

Marfeilles  is  fo  familiar  with  the  Eng- 
lijh  by  Trade  and  Commerce,  that  a 
particular  Defcription  of  it,  in  this  Pa* 
per,  would  be  impertinent*  The  Arm 
of  the  Sea,  on  which  it  is  fituate,  the 
Fertility  of  the  adjacent  Country,  which 
is  free  from  Fens  and  Marfhes,  and  the 
happy  Latitude  of  43,  in  which  it  lies, 
of  Neceflity  muff  qualify  it  for  a  very 
agreeable  Place,  and  make  its  Air  as 
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good  as  ean  be  for  Man  to  breath  in. 
But  then  of  all  the  Towns  in  France, 
Marfeilles  had  the  g  reate  ft  Difadvantage 
pofiible  to  its  Air,  from  the  Number  of 
G allies,  which  are  always  within  the 
Town,  lying  with  their  Heads  to  the 
chief  Key,  making  one  Side  of  the  Way 
to  the  moft  beautiful,  and  moft  fre^ 
quented  Street  in  the  City.  This  Ob- 
fervation  has  efcaped  theNotice  of  thofe, 
who  lately  have  given  us  an  Account  of 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Diftemper  in  that 
Place.  And  I  don’t  find,  that  the  Re¬ 
flection  fell  into  the  Opinions  of  more 
noted  Obfervers  upon  the  fame  Miferies 
in  other  Places,  heretofore  brought  on 
them  from  Things  of  a  like  Nature,  in 
promoting  bad  Air;  tho’ the  eafy  Oc¬ 
currence  of  it  in  traverfing  the  Subject  of 
the  Plague,  would  make  one  wonder, 
how  it  could  be  palled  by  in  the  Trea¬ 
ties  of  fo  many  accurate  Judges. 

Thirty  G allies,  fill’d  with  Twelve  or 
Fourteen  Tboufand  Slaves,  commonly 
cover’d,  lying  up  as  it  were  in  Time  of 
Peace,  are  only  fo  many  Prifons  :  the 
Laws  of  France  condemning  from  all 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom  moft  Criminals  to 
the  Oar ;  the  Gallies  of  Force  can  be  no 
other  than  Puddles  of  bad  Air  by  this 
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means  ;  for  the  Men’s  Food  being  but 
very  indifferent,  and  of  that  much  flint, 
and  no  Exercife  but  that  which  is  very 
prejudicial  to  Nature,  hard  Labour  by 
Starts,  and  then  long  Intervals  of  Idle- 
nefs,  unavoidable  in  Time  of  Peace, 
of  Neceflity  a  very  unwholfome  Steam 
muft  come  from  them,  to  the  Nufance 
of  the  City  $  and  when  a  Southerly  or 
Wefterly  Wind  blows,  the  moft  perni¬ 
cious  to  Man,  the  Gallies  can  be  no  o- 
tiier  than  fo  many  Mortars  of  bad  Air 
playing  upon  the  Town,  taking  away 
that  Good  Nature  defigned  it  in  its  Si¬ 
tuation.  How  much  this  contributed  to 
the  Swell  of  the  late  Mortality  in  that 
once  pleafant  City,  the  Nature  of  the 
Plague  will  direct  the  Reader  to  deter¬ 
mine  ;  and  1  believe  his  Sentiments  will 
be  mine,  when  I  fay,  had  timely  War¬ 
ning  been  given  to  the  City  of  Marfeil - 
les ,  of  this  great  Detriment  to  their  rou¬ 
ting  of  the  Diftemper,  the  Gallies  would 
have  been  removed  from  the  Town  to 
the  Bay ,  and  thereby  ftop’d  the  perifhing 
of  fome  Thoulands  of  People,  whofe 
Conflitution,  were  it  not  for  thefe  Im¬ 
pediments,  bid  fair  againft  the  Nature  of 
Peftilencei 
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Toulon  is  not  much  inferior  to  Mar - 
feilles  in  its  Standing  j  its  Inconveniences 
are  mucii  the  fame,  though  not  in  every 
particular ;  the  Potition  of  the  Gallics  is 
lefs  dangerous ;  but  certainly,  in  a  great 
Degree  the  People  fuffer  now  from 
them  ;  and  much  lefs  would  they  yet 
fuffer,  if  they  were  removed,  and  their 
Fryeries  purged  with  Fire. 

What  will  corroborate  the  Introdu¬ 
ction  of  this  new-advanced  ufeful  and 
important  Head,  is  a  View  of  Naples^ 
which,  but  a  few  Years  ago,  had  fwept 
away  in  the  fmall  Space  of  one  Day,’ 
Twenty  thoufand  of  its  Inhabitants  by 
the  Peft.  Naples  is  the  Metropolis  of  a 
Kingdom  bearing  that  Name,  in  the 
South  of  Italy-*  its  Latitude  is  lefs  than 
that  of  Marfeilles  by  two  Degrees,  the 
Country  is  celebrated  for  the  Aw?  the 
City  itfelf  has  too  many  Beauties  here  to 
recount,  therefore  I  mall  draw  but  this 
general  Survey.  Naples  has  to  the  Eaft 
diftant  leven  Miles,  the  Mount  Vefievz- 
us ,  which  fends  up  perpetually  Clouds 
of  fulphurous  Smoke,  greatly  affe&ing 
the  City,  when  the  Wind  fits  in  or  near 
that  Point.  To  the  Weftward,  about 
the  fame  Diftance,  is  the  Ruins  of  that 

ancientfamous  City  of  Bata ,  whicn  foi 
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its  fine  Situation,  and  healing  Air,  was 
chofen  in  the  politeft  Ages  of  the  World 
by  the  Roman  Emperours,  for  their  Re¬ 
tirement,  tho’  diftant  from  Rome  near  a 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Miles.  The  Remains 
of  Nero's  Palace  are  to  be  feen  here  at 
this  Day.  Near  to  this  City  is  Putcoli , 
well  known  for  the  hot  Baths  contigu¬ 
ous.  Here  is  Sulpboterra,  or  many  Erup¬ 
tions  or  Volcano’s,  which  frnoke  as  the 
Mountain,  thereby  purging  the  Air,  and 
bringing  Health  to  ' Napier,  when  the 
Wind  is  not  ftrongly  from  thence.  Thus 
the  City  lying  between  thefe  two  Pre- 
lervatives,  one  would  think,  fufficiehtly 
conflitutes  to  its  People  a  well-compofed 
falutary  Body  of  Air  to  feed  on.  But  the 
Excellencies  of  Naples  are  not  confin’d 
here  ,•  Nature  is  more  bountiful  to  the 
Place  where  Virgil's  Tarthenope  once 
flood.  1  he  Arm  of  the  Sea  comes  in, 
forming  a  Bay,  and  thrufling  itfelf  quite 
beyond  the  City,  which  is  rais’d  upon 
its  Shore,  and  along  which  it  takes  its 
w  "  ^  lfslci  Rifjng  gives  Breadth 

to  Naples ,  fo  that  the  Streets  are  as  Te- 
rafies  over  each  other,  giving  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  an  Opportunity  of  Breathing,  as 
2t  were,  in  fo  many  different  Regions  of 
Air.  In  fhort,  a  Confluence  of  Natures 
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pureft  Materials,  make  this  City  noble 
and  glorious.  Yet  all  is  loft,  all  da- 
fhed  in  pieces,  by  the  foul  Pra&iceg  > 
which  the  Manners  of  the-  People 
now  living  there  has  introduced,  de¬ 
generate  like  the  reft  of  Italy,  and  too 
many  other  Places,  from  all  the  Princi¬ 
ples  worthy  Men.  Convents  of  Fryers 
and  JSrunsD  baneful  in  their  Origins,  and 
pernicious  in  their  Ends,  corrupt  the  Air 
of  Naples  more  than  the  ftavifti  Lives  of 
the  People,  who  can  never  be  perfect¬ 
ly  found,  while  juftly  called  the  Neapo¬ 
litan  Eaters  of  Sallad.  The  Evil  from 
them  over-ballances  all  the  Gifts  juft  now 
we  talk’d  of;  there  are  in  Naples  more 
than  Four  Hundred  Convents  interfper- 
fed  through  the  City,  where  above  Four- 
fcore  Thoufand  are  lock’d  up  to  feed 
on  maugre  Diet  ;  the  Handfuls  of  pure 
Air  now  and  then  blown  them,  can  do 
no  more  than  barely  hold  Life  ;  for  the 
Religious  are  moftly  in  their  Rooms, 
which  are  very  frnall,and  have  but  Spike-*- 
Holes  of  Windows.  Befides,  moft  Or¬ 
ders  are  prohibited  the  Wear  of  Linen , 
Penance  being  ftriCtly  enjoyn’d  to  be 
performed  in  Woollen ,  which  retains  that 
Sweat  and  Naftinefs,  that  the  Rieclufes 
cannot,  if  they  would,  be  wholefome 
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Company ;  People  not  us’d  to  them  have 
often  been  ready  to  drop  down  coming 
through  their  long  dole  Galleries  ;  now 
what  muft  the  trading  and  bufy  Part  of 
the  City  fuller  from  this  ?  tor  the  Steams 
teeming  out  at  the  Holes  of  the  Cloy- 
fiers,  muft  mix  with  the  Element,  and  fo 
taint  and  putrify  it  ;  and  confequently, 
every  thing  it  nouriflies,  in  a  more  or 
lefs  Degree,  muft  partake  of  the  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  its  Mature.  Mo  Wonder  then, 
if  Twenty  Thoufand  perifhed  there  in 
one  Day  :  And  we  may  conclude,  with 
Juftice,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Sul¬ 
phurous  and  bituminous  Particles,  fcatte- 
red  through  the  Body  of  Air,  there  had 
been  the  Lofs  of  as  many  Thoufands 
more.  It  may  be  faid,  that  the  Narrow- 
nefs  of  the  Streets  help’d  to  convey  the 
Air  more  ready  from  Place  to  Place ;  but 
this,  or  the  Height  of  the  Houfes  is  no 
Room  for  the  Caufes  being  laid  there, 
the  bad  Air  muft  firft  be  ;  then  we 
know  that  narrow  Streets  are  better 
Duds  than  wider  for  conveying  it,  be- 
caufe  they  keep  off  the  circumambient 
pure  Quality  from  mixing  with,  and  al¬ 
laying  the  Strength  of  the  corrupted 
Mafsf  The  few  Gnllies  belonging  to 

Naples  are  plac’d  fo  below,  and  far  from 
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the  City,  that  they  can  be  of  no  man¬ 
ner  of  Diflervice. 

London ,  upon  the  Balance,  will  not 
be  found  to  enjoy  fuch  advantageous 
Circumftances  in  many  Refpe&s  relating 
to  Health,  as  the  Places  above-named  j 
it  has  neither  the  Degrees  of  Sulphur  with 
Naples,  to  purify  its  Air,  nor  pure  Ele¬ 
ment  with  ]) Aarjeilles  or  'Toulon ,  to  refrefli 
its  Inhabitants  ;  our  Air  is  thick  and 
grofs,  from  the  great  Refort  of  People, 
and  from  the  great  Slaughter  of  Cattle, 
which  makes  ours  one  of  the  moft  popu¬ 
lous,  as  well  as  bell  fed  Cities.  It  were 
to  be  wifh’d,  it  could  have  more  Benefit 
from  the  Sun  ;  the  Winter  taking  in  half 
the  Year,  which  makes  the  Streets  filthy, 
notwithftanding  the  Care  of  the  Magi- 
ftrate  to  keep  them  clean.  The  River 
can  afford  us  but  fmall  Relief,  it  being 
covered  over  with  Houfes  of  Wood,  and 
made  dirty  from  the  Common  Sewers,  that 
empty  themfelves  in  it.  The  burning  of 
Coals  tempers  in  fome  Meafure  the  Air, 
and  the  beft  Streets  are  fomewhat  wider 
than  in  former  Days,  and  have  greater 
Advantage  from  the  modern  Building; 
but  then  there  are  as  many  dirty  Streets 
Lanes,  and  Alleys,  as  would  make  a  pret¬ 
ty  large  T own. 
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The  Prifons  are  increas’d,  and  much 
fuller  than  ever  was  known  in  London ; 
the  Throngs  of  poor  People  prefs’d  into 
them,  lend  forth  Smells  very  prejudicial* 
and  which  the  Londoners  are  much  lefs 
able  to  bear  than  other  Citizens,  becaufe 
of  that  neat  and  clean  Manner  of  living* 
fo  habitual  to  them;  the  niceft  always  be* 
ing  the  fooneft  offended,  Cuftom  prevail¬ 
ing  in  this,  as  in  molt  other  Cafes. 

This  City  feemsto  encourage  nothing* 
that  may  lay  it  open  to  the  Rage  of  the 
Plague ,  but  Prifons,  which  fpread  a  cor-  - 
rupted  Air  all  over  it ;  the  Advantage  of 
Ground  on  which  they  ftand*  and  their 
Diftances  from  each  other,  render  them 
capable  of  affe&ing  every  Quarter,  by 
laying  Trains  ofbad  Air  along  the  Streets, 
from  one  to  the  other,  communicating 
thereby  the  Corruption  to  every  Dwel¬ 
ling  ;  fo  that  if  the  Streets  upon  Ludgate 
Hi//,  and  about  St.  Paul's  Church-yard, 
gain  from  the  Afcent  a  better  Air  than 
their  Neighbours,  they  are  certain  of  be¬ 
ing  depriv’d  of  it  by  the  Prifons  of  Lud¬ 
gate  $  and  the  Fleet  ;  Newgate  conti¬ 
nues  the  bad  Air  along  the  Hill  to  Smith- 
field  :  Wood  flreet  and  the  Poultry  Coun¬ 
ters  bring  their  Smells  to  the  Places  of 
greatefl  Concourfe,  in  the  Heart  of  the 

City ; 


the  Nature  of  the  Plague.  49 

City ;  the  Goals  of  Clerkenwell,md  White¬ 
chapel  are  to  the  chief  Gates  a  Nufance  ; 
the  Kings  Bench  Prijon,  and  that  Den  of 
miferable,  ftarv’d,  helplels  Creatures, 
the  Marfhalfea,  in  feds  the  Borough ,  with 
London-Bridge.  That  other  Kennel  of 
bad  Air,  Cultom’s  Darling, (which  boafts 
Prefcription  to  Ihrine  it  from  Quefiion, 
and  has  no  Excufe  from  being  vicious 
but  Antiquity,  which  gives  Sanduary  to 
the  ddigning  but  unlucky  Knave,  as 
well  as  to  the  induftrious,  though  unfor¬ 
tunate  honeft  Man)  the  Mint ,  prevents 
the  Good  the  Fields  joining  might  bring 
the  City,  by  its  Naftinefs  haftening  the 
Death  of  feveral.  Nor  does  Wefiminfter , 
with  its  Gatehouse,  down  in  a  Marfli, 
fail  of  ading  its  Part;  the  foggy  Miffs, 
and  Goal  Steams, but  ill  accommodate  the 
Court  End  of  the  Town.  Thus  we  fee 
Prifons  are  fo  plac’d,  that  let  the  Wind 
fit  in  what  Point  it  will,  it  can  never 
blow  Good  to  the  People ;  and  if  there 
be  no  Wind  flirring,  that  Force  by  which 
the  bad  Air  is  expell’d,  is  fufficient  to 
dilperfe  it  all  abroad. 

I  fuppofe  there  is  no  Occafion  for  bring¬ 
ing  Examples  that  have  been  of  People’s 
fuffering  by  various  bad  Airs :  we  have 
fome  one  or  other  always  fainting  by  the 
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Grofsnefs*  or  other  Alterations  in  the 
Air.  Many  are  delivered  by  a  feafona- 
ble  Relief  from  a  Change  of  Air  •  the 
Story  of  the  Bla  ck  Affizes  at  Oxford ,  in 
1 5  77,  will  be  as  lafting,  as  it  is  extraor¬ 
dinary  ;  fueh  a  fad  Effect  of  bad  Air  has 
not  been  heard  of :  if  it  is  not  quite  out 
of  the  Way  in  natural  Reafoning,  having  a 
full  Reference  to  the  Hand  of  Providence 
in  judgment;  I  take  this  Deftru&ion  to 
be  cans  d  by  the  bad  Pri (oners  ;  for  it  is 
known,  that  the  three  Hundred,  which 
fuffered,  were  killed  in  Court,  being  Per- 
Ions  but  juft  before  come  from  a  pure 
Air  ;  none  of  the  Prifoners  periflied  at 
the  Time,  Habit  making  the  Smell  na¬ 
tural  to  them  ;  for  the  Cuftom  of  thofe 
Times  made  the  Frifons  or  Dungeons 
under ^  the  Place  of  Tryal,  fo  that  the 
confin’d  coming  to  be  tried, -could  not 
have  the  Benefit  of  paffing  through  freflx 
Ar,  thereby  to  be  purged  from  their 
Filth  :  and  tis  not  unrealonable  to  think, 
that  a  great  Number  of  poor,  ftarv’d' 
dileas  o,  and  long-confin  cl  Wretches, 
from  fitch  a  Place,  immediately  coming 
among  People  of  wholfome  and  nice 
Confutations,  may  fend  forth  a  Stench 
Sufficient  to  Mocm  them,  in  a  Room, 
where  the  Air  could  have  no  free  Paffaee* 
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We  may  defer y  the  Power  that  the 
Prifon  Steams  have  over  Men  from  our 
daily  Experience  :  take  an  Obfervation, 
and  you’ll  fee  an  immediate  Lofs  of  a 
good  Complexion  to  a  Perlbn  but  juft 
put  into  Goal,  which  proceeds  from  the 
Animal  Spirits  forfaking  the  extreme 
Parts,  and  retiring  to  the  Heart  for  Suc¬ 
cour  5  the  whole  vital  Powers  concen¬ 
tring  their  forces  to  refift  the  Virulence 
of  the  invading  putrid  Matter.  Let  the 
curious  infpedt  narrowly,  and  a  greater 
Decay  will  be  difeovered  in  the  Nature 
of  thofe  living  near  Prifons,  than  in  that 
of  Perfons  dwelling  in  fome  Streets  re¬ 
mote  from  them. 

How  to  remedy  that  great  Danger 
we  are  in  from  Prifons ,  ought  now  to 
employ  every  one,  who  has  really  his 
own,  or  the  Publick’s  Safety  and  Hap- 
pinefs  at  Heart :  the  Law,  for  wife  and 
good  Ends,  in  Defence  of  the  wrong  cl 
Innocent,  leaves  to  the  People  a  Power 
of  ufing  all  regular  Methods  of  righting 
themfelves,  and  coming  at  toeir  own  : 
But  ’tis  too  evident,  that  many  abufe 
this  Privilege,  intirely  perverting  the  In¬ 
tention  of  the  Law,  to  the  accomplillx- 
ing  their  private  and  finifter  Defigns  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  heartily  wifhd,  that  the 
'  H  2 
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Representatives  of  a  free  People  would 
take  a  Power^outof  the  Hands  of  Men, 
who  exercife  their  Truft  with  Infolence, 
tyrannizing  over  their  Fellow-Subjects, 
and  infulting  their  Misfortunes,  when 
they  themfelves  generally  have  the  leaft 
Share  in  promoting  the  Intereft  of  the 
Common-wealth . 

The  Numbers  that  crowd  the  MarJhaL 
fea ,  which  is  the  fulleft  of  our  Prifons, 
are  mofl  of  them  in,  for  under  Ten 
Pounds,  and  Thoufands  fill  other  Pri- 
fon$5  each  Debtor’s  Debt  not  exceeding 
Twenty  Pounds,  yet  the  Penalty  is,  Con¬ 
finement  for  Life  in  Mifery  ^  put  this 
Sentence  by  the  Character  of  an  Engr 
UJh  Man,  there  is  no  Congruity  ;  it  is 
too  fevere,  too  cruel  and  barbarous,  for 
that  Lover  of  Liberty,  to  pronounce. 
But,  alas  !  What  will  not  Cuftom  efta- 
blifh  ?  the  Rigour,  the  Severity,  and  the 
Inhumanity  of  the  Adt  is  forgot  and  loft, 
through  a  too  often  ading  ;  it  is  not 
very  long,  fince  this  bale  Practice  was 
countenanced  ;  heretofore  it  was  not  fo, 
we  had  no  fuch  Poverty  heard  of ;  and 
now  there  is  hope,  that  the  Parli ament 
will  look  toward  the  miferable  ;  a  Fel¬ 
low-Feeling  more  touching  than  ever 
ieems  to  plead  in  Behalf  of  the  unhappy, 
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tho’  legal  Debtors  ;  a  Cloud  of  Misfor¬ 
tunes  hangs  over  the  whole  Nation  ; 
Story  can’t  furnifh  us  with  more  black 
Relations  from  the  blacked:  Times.  Fa¬ 
milies  of  (difmal  hearing)  the  highefl  De¬ 
gree  reduc’d,  the  Poor  are  increas’d,  and 
the  Prifons  cramm’d  ;  what  ought  to  be 
one  great  Motive  to  the  Houfe's  redref- 
fing  this  Grievance,  is,  that  the  Bufinels 
of  the  Nation  obliges  the  Members  to 
make  the  Town  a  Place  of  Refidence  for 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Year,  fo  that 
they  cannot  be  fecured  from  the  bad 
Air,  which  would  further  Infe&ion  $  if 
Things  were  left  at  Sixes  and  Sevens,  as' 
they  undoubtedly  muff,  were  Parliaments 
not  to  fit  at  proper  Times,  and  in  fitPlaces ; 
Anarchy  would  foon  take  Place,and  foreign 
Enemies  Advantage.  Many  are  the  Argu¬ 
ments,  which  a  thinking  Man  may  bring 
for  the  publick  Welfare,  in  the  Relief  of 
unable  Debtors.  This  Paper  may  chance 
to  fall  under  the  Perufid  of  a  Perfon, 
who  has  Sincerity  and  Ability ;  who  is  a 
Lover  of  good  Actions,  and  an  Afiertor 
of  true  Liberty.  If  it  does*  he  will  lay 
the  Affair  in  the  apteft  Manner  home  to 
the  Honourable  Houfe;  which,  without 
Difpute,will  coniider  more  nearly  the  fe- 
cond  Subjeff ,  at  this  prefent  Juncture  de- 
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ferving  Confideratfon,  from  Reafons  be¬ 
fore  given,  and  take  fome  Meafures  to 
hinder  the  Subjects  differing  for  Life,  for 
a  trifling  Debt,  and  for  the  better  fecii- 
ring  our  Health. 

In  the  mean  while,  let  us  enquire,how 
much  the  Creditors  of  thofe  Debtors,  ef- 
pecially  of  the  frnalier  Fry,  have  to  do  in 
the  Bufinefs.  If  Benefactors ,  (for  fo  nuift 
I  call  moft  Creditors,  fince  they  were 
once  fo  held,)  would  but  lay  their  Hands 
upon  their  Breads,  and  ask  themfelves, 
what  is  it,  that  their  Fellow-Chriftians 
have  done,  to  deferve  a  Treatment  of 
Mifery  from  them  ?  what  Price  they  had 
bought  at  fuch  a  Service  ?  Upon  a  Que~ 
frion  of  this  Nature,  I  am  perfwaded,Men 
would  be  not  only  apt  to  forgive, 
but  alfo  ready  to  releafe,  when  no  other 
Way  could  be  found,  the  diftreffed  Per- 
fon,  at  their  own  proper  Expence. 

If  we  believe,  that  the  Neceffity  of  a 
Perion  drives  him  to  feek  Alfiftance,  and 
we  make  it  our  Duty  to  give  him  a  hel¬ 
ping  Hand,  or  fet  him  forwards  in  the 
World,  why  fhould  not  the  fame  Reafon 
engage  the  Continuance  or  that  Com  pa  f- 
fion,  or  good  Difpofttion,  at  leaftin  our 
Minds,  to  that  fame  Perfon  ;  who,  we  are 
convinced, has  it  notin  his  Power  to  make 
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Retaliation.  But  if  we  are  impos’d  on, 
by  a  Perfon’s  reprefenting  Things  for 
Fa6f,  which  are  not  io,  to  make  the 
World  think;  that  his  Circumftances  are 
better  than  they  really  are  ;  who  have 
we  to  blame  for  the  Deception,  but  our- 
felves,  who  were  willing  to  take  all  up. 
on  Hear-fay,  without  being  at  the  Pains 
of  following  thofe  Methods,  which 
would  difcover  plainly,  whether  all  that 
is  told  us  be  confident,  or  other  wife  ? 
The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  Men  are 
too  credulous*  where  they  have  no 
Grounds  for  their  good  Opinion,  and 
diffident  where  they  have  mod.  If  a 
Perion  jumps  in  with  our  Humour,  he 
wins  us  ;  this  Eafinefs  is  but  to  lay 
Snares  and  Bates  for  indolent  idle  Per- 
fons,  to  be  catch’d  by.  Men  have  no 
true  Caufe  for  giving  Credit,  or  Con¬ 
finement  could  not  have  follow’d.  Peo¬ 
ple  in  Neceffity  and  prefling  Want,  will 
pufh  any  Way  for  Support  that  does  not 
threaten  prefent  Danger  ;  for  that  Evil, 
which  one  Day  may  come,  they  hope 
Fortune  will  turn  the  Scale  before  then, 
and  fet  them  above  the  World.  Thus 
we  find  it,  how  unrealbnable  foever  it 
is  that  Men  act  ,*  therefore  Perfons,  who 
lay  open  a  Gap  for  fuch  to  enter,  if  Evil 
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follows,  are  the  foie  Authors  of  thofe 
Men’s  miferies  ;  for,  had  there  been  no 
Temptation,  had  they  no  fuch  Refuge 
to  fly  to.  Want  would  have  compell’d 
them  to  be  induftrious  and  frugal  j  which 
would  do  good,  not  to  themfelves  only, 
but  likewife  to  their  Country. 

If  we  inquire  into  the  Conditions  of 
the  Prifoners  in  the  M arfhal[eay  whofe 
Debts  are  five,  Ten,  or  not  exceeding 
Twenty  Pounds,  we  fliall  find,  that  their 
misfortunes  were  really  brought  on  them 
by  a  real  Want,  caus’d  by  an  unhappy 
Education  ;  and  if  there  be  fome,  who 
have  ftretch’d  fo  far,  as  to  an  Extrava¬ 
gance  in  making  ufe  of  their  Benefa¬ 
ctors  ,*  it  will  be  found  to  have  been 
promoted  by  the  Tally -man  or  Credi¬ 
tor,  who,  to.  make  himfelf  Eafy ,  difpo- 
fed  of  his  Effects  to  get  a  bad  Bargain 
off  his  Hands,  greedy  of  that  Money, 
which  never  had  Being  but  in  his  own 
crude  Imagination . 

We  fee  then.  Confinement  for  Life 
proceeds  but  from  a  very  poor  Begin¬ 
ning  ;  a  Coat  not  paid  for,  or  a  Score  of 
a  Reckoning  not  wip’d  off,  is  enough 
fometimes  to  make  a  man  miferable  all 
his  Life  ;  and  while  men  are  in  pri- 
fbn,  their  Racks  can  have  no  Allay,  To 
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propofe  the  civil  Ufage  of  their  Keepers, 
is  faying  Nothing  ;  for  to  make  them  lefs 
cruel  and  inhuman,  you  muft  new  mould, 
them  ;  you  muft  lay  a  Rule  down,  how 
their  brutilh  Nature  may  be  chang’d  ; 
they  are  ever  induftrious,  how  to  torture 
the  diftrelfed  Prifoners,  by  Reftraints  and 
Exa&ions  ;  what  Friends  and  charitable 
People  lend,  can  do  no  more  than  barely 
to  detain  Lite  a  little  longer  to  them,  for 
Nature  fuffering  at  every  Breath  drawn, 
muft  languilh  daily  :  a  very  unwelcome 
Life  to  a  great  many,  who  wilh  to  be  re- 
leafed  by  Death  from  their  Bonds  :  and 
hardly  a  Week  pafles,  but  that  in  the 
Marjhalfe a  Joux  or  five  have  their  With, 
by  wafting  away,  fpent  by  breathing  a 
putrid  Air  ;  no  lefs  than  thirty  Men  in 
a  fmall  Room,  on  the  Common  Side ,  and 
thofe  who  have  more  Space  at  Night, 
are  all  Day  mixt  through  the  others. 

There  can  be  but  two  Things,  which 
can  prevail  upon  a  good  Man  to  afflid 
his  Fellow-Creature;  he  muft  either  have 
the  doing  juftice  to  himfelf  or  others  in 
View,  or  the  Good  of  the  Perlon  cor¬ 
rected.  As  to  the  firft,  when  the  Rule 
is  try’d,  and  Nothing  is  found  to  come, 
the  wileft  and  thriltieft  Behaviour  would 
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be,  to  fet  the  Perfon  free,  and  at  Liber¬ 
ty  ;  which,  in  all  Probability,  would 
bring  in  fomething  or  other  ;  fuch  high 
Obligations  commonly  enforcing  Ac¬ 
knowledgements.  As  to  the  other.  Ex¬ 
perience  will  tell  us,  that  lode  Livers 
confin’d,  and  in  each  other’s  Company, 
make  Laws  of  Wickednefs  to  put  away 
Care  and  Sorrow  ;  Delpair,  for  the  moft 
Part,  driving  Men  to  all  practicable  Vi¬ 
ces.  Whoever  would  be  at  the  Pains  of 
going  through  the  Prifons,  fhculd  be  con¬ 
vinced  very  fpeedily,  that  they  are  no 
Places  for  Reformation,  by  Precept  or 
Example. 

Some  there  are,  I  am  certain,  whofe 
good  Offices  have  been  abufed,  and  who 
have  met  with  aggravating  Provocations 
from  ungrateful  Perlons, whom  they  have 
ferv’d  in  Neceffity  ;  their  Refentments 
are  always  by  the  way  of  Precedent  ; 
they  punifh  the  unworthy,  that  others 
may  fear  to  trample  on  good  Nature  and 
mild  dealing.  But  there  is  all  Room  to 
think,  that  Perfons  who  give  fuch  Rea- 
fons  for  their  procedure,  will  not  be 
wanting  in  any  thing, which  may  be  of  u- 
niverfal  Service ;  for  as  a  Regard  to  Duty 
led  them  to  coniine  thole, who  had  highly 
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injur’d  them  ,*  fo,  no  Queftion,  but  they 
will  fet  them  at  Liberty,  when  a  greater 
Duty  appears  to  demand  it.  And  Free¬ 
dom  to  Men  of  fuch  bafe  Principles,  in 
Poverty,  will  bring  on  them  the  Con¬ 
tempt  of  all  good  Men,  which  will  be 
punilhment  great  enough. 

The  Nobility  and  Gentry  cannot  be 
thought  una&ive  dt  this  mighty Jundure  ; 
they  certainly  will  be  for  promoting,  with 
utmoft  Efforts,  every  worthy  Affair  ; 
their  Education  being  no  other,  but  a 
Knowledge  of  the  heft.  Rules  of  doing 
good  'to  all  Men  :  But  this  Relief  is  not 
io  properly  their  Bufinefs,  now  there  are 
ruin’d  Families  enough  in  every  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  wbo'e  perilhing  Conditions 
have  a  more  juft  Right  to  theirPatronage. 
There  is  no  other  Way  for  the  Re¬ 
demption  of  craving  Debtors,  but  the 
Creditor’s  Mercy ;  they  who  put  them 
/>/,  or  none,  are  like  to  take  them  out  : 

I  know  there  are^  who,  with  all  their 
Hearts,  would  be  willing  to  lofe  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  ^  but  think  it  would  be  too  hard  up¬ 
on  them, to  be  at  the  additionalCharge  of 
paying  the  Fees  of  the  Prifon.But  is  there 
to  be  found  any  other  Way  ?  can  any. 
thing  el(e  be  done  forthem  i  is  thereany 
thing  moce  praife-worthy  ?  can  Money 
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be  kid  out  on  a  better,  or  more  generous 
Adion,  than  letting  the  oppreffed-  go 
free  ?  I’m  apt  to  think,  the  Hardfliip  of 
paying  Cofts  to  a  great  many  would  not 
fliew  fo  very  great,  if  they  think  on  what 
lias  been  faid,  and  refled,  that  they  them- 
felves  procured  fuch  unneceffary  Expence 
by  their  rafh  and  inconfiderate  Proceed¬ 
ings. 

If,  in  Cafe  we  were  in  the  fame  Condi¬ 
tion  that  Nlarfeilles  was  in  the  other  Day, 
and  Toulon ,  apd  other  neighbouring  Pla¬ 
ces  are  in  at  prefent,  we  readily  .would 
embrace  all  Opportunities  of  doing  good  $ 
we  would  catch  at  any  Thing  which  pro¬ 
bably  might  affwage,  or  turn  away  the 
Face  of  Defblatiop  from  the  People.  O- 
ther  Cities  have  not  in  their  power  the 
Means  of  Remedy  ;  London  can  be  only 
fafe  when  it  will ;  Religion  calls  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  Idlers  together  in  Italy  and 
Trance ,  who  are  only  fo  many  ^ dead 
.Wei  ghcs  to  the  Common-wealth,  and 
grievous  to  be  endured.  1  'he  Topijh  Ci¬ 
ties  cannot  be  made  wholfome,  till  Con¬ 
sents  are  thrown  down,  or  they  who  live 
in  them  diflodg’d, which  can’t  be  brought 
about  as  yet,  tho’  Endeavours  are  pretty 
fuccefsfuh  The  Delign  of  the  Prifons  in 
London ,  is  to  make  Liberty  more  ample 
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and  fecure,  by  chaftifing  Idlers,  for  being 
fuch,  and  not  to  plant  Slavery,  by  obli¬ 
ging  and  encouraging  Men  to  be  idle. 

As  for  thofe  Criminals,  who,  for  the 
Safety  and  Quiet  of  honed  Dwellers,  are 
fent  away  to  the  Plantations ,  it  is  to  be 
defired,  that  a  Place  was  built  down 
the  River,  to  flow  them  in,  till  the  Num¬ 
ber  is  made  up,  intended  to  be  fhipt  off ; 
for,  their  being  in  Newgate ,  is  no  fmall 
Prejudice  to  the  Health  of  the  City. 
The  Pumfhment  of  thefe  Villains  is  juft, 
and  brings  good  to  the  Publick,  and  to 
themfelves ;  it  reforms  fome,  and  faves 
many  from  the  Gallows  ;  it  breaks  the 
Knot ,  and  deftroys  the  Nurferies  of  Of¬ 
fenders  ;  it  gives  Hands  to  the  Planta¬ 
tions,  returning  Goods  to  the  Merchants, 
of  which  we  all  partake. 

The  Circumftances  of  England,  at  this 
Day,  ufe  a  very  emphatical  and  powerful 
Language,  to  perfwade  its  People  to  Du¬ 
ty  ;  the  unfeafonable  Warmth  of  the  paft 
Winter  has  had  ill  Confequences,  which 
the  Froft  following  has  not  repair’d  ;  and 
Naturahjls  have  obferv’d  great  Revolu¬ 
tions  in  the  Seafons  of  late  Years.  In  the 
little  World  we  have  found,  to  our 
Coft,  wonderful  Alterations ;  theTran- 
lports  and  Excefs  of  Hope  and  Joy  ;  and 
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then  upon  them,  the  Extremes  of  Deje¬ 
ction,  apparent  in  all  Ranks  and  De¬ 
grees  ;  the  Run  of  Plea  fares  fafhionable, 
which  the  Calamities  mod  moving  can¬ 
not  put  a  Stop  to :  an  Infatuation  too  vi¬ 
able  has  poffefs’d  the  Generality,  and 
ftupid  Infenfibility  has  feized  mod, 
though  the  dedroying  Angel  is  out,  and 
making  his  Way  towards  us,  Our  Cafe 
is  defperate  ;  Religion ,  that  holy  Know¬ 
ledge,  is  defpis’d,  and  a  Free-thinking  is 
found  in  mod  Societies,  which  refutes  re¬ 
gular  Worfhip  to  the  Maker  of  all  ;  fuch 
an  Ingratitude  as  joyns  to  the  Sin  of  a 
Man  the  Infenfibility  of  a  Bead.  This  is  our 
Hidory,and  this  is  our  Ignominy  and  Re¬ 
proach  ;  we  may  agree  very  well  then  in 
faying,  that  never  was  a  People  more 
open  to  the  Plague ,  than  we  are  at  this 
Day :  Wherefore,  let  me  conjure  you, 
whoever  you  be  that  read  this  Paper, 
to  look  into  yourfelf,  and  confult,  how 
far  it  is  in  your  Power,  at  prefent,  to  do 
good  in  a  publick  or  private  Station : 
your  own,  with  your  Nation’s  Happineis, 
is  at  Stake;  the  Circumdances  admit  of 
no  Delay,  ’tis  a  Crime  to  be  doing  No¬ 
thing.  Whatever  be  the  principle  of 
A&ion  in  a  Man,  whether  he  be  guided 
by  Religious,  Moral ,  or  Natural  Agents 
whether  the  Love  of  ourfelves,  our 
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Neighbour,  or  all  Mankind,  engage  us ; 
all  concur,  all  are  unanimous  in  affenting 
to  theReafonablenefs  and  Juftice  of  what 
is  here  defired  of  you,  and  now  in  your 
Power  to  grant  and  perform,  and  which 
will  be  found  the  moft  infallible  Reme¬ 
dy  againft  the  Plague. 

Who  could  endure  to  fee  his  Brother 
in  the  greateft  Agonies  for  Want  of  Ak 
fiftance,  and  yet,  at  the  lame  time  con¬ 
vinc’d,  that  the  ftretching  out  of  a  Hand 
would  give  him  Eafe,  without  hurting 
the  Confolator  ?  ’Tis  inexpreffible.  Ima¬ 
gination  is  loft,  when  one  would  attempt 
conceiving  an  Image  of  the  Pain  and 
Anguifti  which  a  perfon  is  in,  feized  by 
a  firft  Degree  of  the  Plague ;  the  bight 
is  blocking,  and  not  to  be  endur’d  ;  the 
Face  diftorted,  the  Eyes  flaring,  all  the 
Body  working,  and  every  Faculty  of  the 
Soul  loft ;  nothing  remaining  with  the 
Man,  but  a  Senje  of  Pain  ;  miferable 
Spe&acle,  enough  to  make  the  moft  un¬ 
relenting  fhudder  with  Horror.  And 
fhould  the  Plagues  Stay  with  us  have  a 
proportion  to  its  Violence,  the  Kingdoms 
would  foon  be  wafte.  But  Thanks  be 
to  God,  it  has  not,  he  not  willingly  af¬ 
flicting  the  Children  of  Men. 

In  a  Time  of  this  Nature,  there  is  no¬ 
thing 
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thing  can  makeareafonable  Man  bold  or 
couragious,  but  a  Heart  confcious  of  its 
own  Sincerity :  when  a  Man  can  upbraid 
himfelf  with  the  Neglect  of  ho  Service, 
which  might  have  moderated  or  kept  off 
the  Evil ;  when  he  is  politively  allured, 
that  he  has  no  Hand  in  the  Deftrudtion 
of  the  Thoufands  falling  on  all  Sides  of 
him  ;  fuch  a  Knowledge,  and  only  fuch, 
can  remove  the  Dread  of  the  impending 
Cloud  ;  fuch  Virtue  can  only  fettle  and 
compofe  us  in  that  Confufion,  which  al¬ 
ways  accompanies  fo  direful  and  black  a 
Scene. 

To  a  Chriftian,  the  fmalleft  Portion  of 
the  New  Teftcunent  is  more  enjoyning, 
than  any  thing  in  Man’s  Power  to  fay ;  it 
furpailes  tranfc.endently  all  Arguments?to 
invite  and  engage  to  thepurfuit  of  every 
virtuous  and  gallant  Undertaking  :  And 
in  this  great  Truth,  the  Encouragements 
are  mighty  extenfive.  We  are  told  by 
the  Apoflle,  i  Pet.  ch.  4.  v.  8.  above  all 
Things  to  ha ve  fervent  Chanty  among 
ourfelves ;  for,  fays  he.  Charity  will  co¬ 
ver  a  Multitude  of  Sins ;  and  confequent- 
ly,  the  Judgments  which  are  lent  tor  the 
punifhment  of  S/72,  muft.be  averted  and 
hid  likewile.  Which  Go  oof  his  mer¬ 
cy  grant. 

F  I  NJ  Si 


' 


